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INTRODUCTION 
 
This is the result of document and literature studies investigating how 
governance is arranged in developing main transport corridors in the European 
Union, particularly the Scandinavian-Mediterranean (ScanMed) transport 
corridor. ScanMed is one of the strategically important Core network corridors 
of the Trans-European Transport Network policy (TEN-T) initiative.  
This study contributes to a larger research project aiming to investigate how 
governance structures and processes of major transport corridors can 
effectively support sustainable benefits of the corridors, aligned from a 
European to a local level of society. In this larger research project a case study 
of the implementation of the ScanMed corridor is central.  
 
STUDIED TRANSPORT DOCUMENTS 
 
White paper and TEN-T documents 
•  White paper on transport, Roadmap to a Single European Transport area  – 

Towards a competitive and resource efficient transport system  (European 
Commission, 2011) 

• Commission staff working document accompanying the white paper on 
transport 2011 (European Commission, 2011) 

• Legislative act regarding Union guidelines for the development of the TEN-T 
(EU Regulation No. 1315/2013) 

• Communication from the Commission about building the Transport Core 
Network (European Commission, 2014) 

• Corridor study regarding the ScanMed transport corridor. (European 
Commission, 2014) 

• Work plan of the ScanMed transport corridor (European Commission, 2015) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
QUALITATIVE CONTENT ANALYSES  
 
The document studies have been conducted as qualitative content analyses. A 
stepwise procedure was performed where categorising the data has been the 
key for interpretation. The following themes were identified and studied:  
 
• Governance organisation - referring to cooperation structures and 

approaches for steering and influencing transport system outcomes. The 
TEN-T transport corridor governance approach is particularly examined.  

• Actors – clarifying which stakeholders are expected to participate in the 
governance process and their responsibilities. 

• Governance in practical implementation process – the governance process of 
the ScanMed Core network corridor so far, including future ideas. 

 
Due to the diverse character of the documents the themes of “governance” 
and “actors” were studied in the policy and legislative documents of the White 
paper and TEN-T, while “Governance in the practical government 
implementation process” was investigated in the ScanMed corridor study and 
the work plan.  
 
 
 

GOVERNANCE OF MAJOR TRANSPORT CORRIDORS 
INVOLVING STAKEHOLDERS 

PhD Candidate Maria Öberg, Luleå University of Technology (LTU), Sweden 
Prof. Kristina L Nilsson, Luleå University of Technology (LTU), Sweden 
Associate Prof. Charlotta Johansson, Luleå University of Technology (LTU), Sweden 

ANALYSIS OF THE DOCUMENTS 

Governance organisation 
It is recognised from the documents that stakeholders from all levels of 
governance, from public and private sector as well as non-profit organizations 
and citizens, need to contribute to a desired future transport system. The 
corridor approach aims to bring all concerned stakeholders together and 
enhance a coordinated infrastructure planning.  

For implementing the TEN-T policy Core network corridors a governance 
structure is determined by EU Regulation No. 1315/2013, including a European 
coordinator, a secretariat supporting the coordinator and a Corridor forum for 
each corridor. 

Actors and stakeholders 
In the policy and legislative documents studied main actors are the European 
Commission and the concerned Member states. It is important to bear in mind 
that the character of the studied documents is formal policy and legislative 
documents at a European level.   

The European Commission´s obligations concerning transport development 
are broadly described in the documents. They include legislative proposals and 
initiatives of various kinds. Member states are central to the TEN-T 
development and need to act for an infrastructure  development stated in the 
EU regulation. 

Other actors noted as important are cities, seaports, airports, safety 
agencies/bodies, private actors, terminal managers, partners for a social 
dialogue and users in a broad sense. 

Governance in practical implementation process of the 
ScanMed corridor 
With the Work plan approved by all Member states, the structure of the 
Corridor forum is proposed to continue in the coming years, with growing 
stakeholder representation. For the working groups connected to the Corridor 
forum, for ports and regions situated on the corridor, or new groups 
exemplified as urban nodes, the idea of creating “ideas laboratories” was 
proposed by the coordinator. Ideas laboratories are suggested to have a 
potential to bring a broad range of stakeholders together, from authorities to 
civic groups, and serve as a forum for best practice and innovation. 

 

CONCLUSION 
 
• The large number of stakeholders involved in transnational and multimodal transport systems is a key challenge for the implementation of Trans-European Transport 

Network policy (TEN-T) Core network corridors.  
• Suitable inclusive forums for cooperation and collaboration between actors need to be elaborated. Forums have to be developed together with stakeholders so the 

choice of forum is suitable for function. Key stakeholders who actively contribute to progress and new ideas need to be connected to the process.  
• Working groups, ideas laboratories and similar, working on a geographical basis or for a specific topic, need to be adequately bridged to a European level. 
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