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There is much on-going development of innovation when industry and commerce, universities 
and official authorities cooperate on both regional and local level. The actors and stakeholders 
involved in the physical urban development often have very different perspectives on sustainable 
development. There is also a competition of the use of central located land, which together gives 
a complex context for the planning practice. I argue that there is a need for more knowledge 
about how the main actors act in actual complex situations.  

Today, industry and commerce are aware of the importance of an attractive and economical, 
ecological as well as social sustainable city. Good physical conditions will entice business activi-
ties to the city and attract well educated employees for the industry and commerce, to settle 
down. We can identify and characterise a manifold of cooperation between business and official 
authorities as public-private partnership, government, governance, new public management, ur-
ban regimes etc. We can also see that scientific knowledge sometimes is required in these situa-
tions, either expertise in specific topics, as facilitators or as evaluators.  

This paper deals with the complexity found in the interdependency between the economical 
basis from the business sector, the local and regional planning processes and the academically 
scientific knowledge. The strategy for the case study of a local and regional context has been to 
search for the sometimes hidden driving forces or hinders for the physical shape and realisation 
of a more sustainable urban development. The objective and main research question has been to 
investigate: In which way industry and commerce, universities, regional and local authorities can 
cooperate to create and realise a more sustainable urban development? The empirical findings are 
interpreted with complexity and planning theories.  

The paper is focusing the integrated systems and the interdependency between the parts in-
volved in the spatial planning. The systems have been analysed to find the interdependence be-
tween the parts and planning issues, which has shown the uncertainties and unpredictability in the 
systems. Some pieces have been regular and predictable and others have been chaotic and unpre-
dictable. There is interplay between order and disorder, regularity and chaos, predictability and 
unpredictability. The conceptions of complexity theories are often highly abstract, and not di-
rectly related to contemporary discussions within the field of planning. This paper will undertake 
the relation concerning complexity and planning practice. 
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