
Plan for the symposium

Philosophy with Children 
– How and Why?

at the 40th NERA conference in Copenhagen, 8-10th of March 2012

In general, the symposium regards philosophy with children (or even wider: philosophy 
in education), with focus on different perspectives on the performing of it and why it 
should be performed. The presenters at the symposium are from four different countries: 
Denmark, Finland, Iceland and Sweden. The symposium is attached to Network 16: 
Nordic Society for Philosophy of Education.

The symposium will run over two sessions, where the first session regards methods for 
philosophical dialogue, where some specific attention is paid to ethics in school. Different 
approaches on having ethics in school is analysed and common arguments are reviewed 
and discussed. Then, the question of what constitutes a philosophical dialogue in general 
is in focus, and different methods for such dialogues are reviewed and scrutinised. 
Furthermore, culture as an aspect of philosophical dialogue is analysed, and a specific way 
of establishing a ”good” culture, in which experienced participants play a central role, is 
presented.

Session two will regard different pedagogical practices (and empirical research on such) 
as well as pedagogical theory behind philosophical practice. More precisely, pedagogical 
action in philosophical action with children will be discussed. Regarding the empirical 
research, doing philosophy in pre-school will be one focus, while philosophical dialogue 
with people with acquired brain injuries will be another.

In the following the two sessions with titles of the presentations are outlined:

Session 1: Methods for philosophical dialogue

• Why philosophise with children about ethics in school? (Viktor Gardelli, Sweden)
• Philosophical dialogue in education: Different methods - different goals (Elsa Haraldsdottir, 

Iceland)
• Cultural Integration in Philosophical dialogue (Caroline Strömberg and Teodor Gardelli, 

Sweden)

Session 1: Theory and practice: Philosophy in different pedagogical practices

• Pedagogical action in philosophical inquiry with children (Riku Välitalo, Finland)
• Citizenship education as philosophy with 6 years olds (Dorete Kallesöe, Denmark)
• P4PABI – Philosophy for persons with acquired brain injuries (Ylva Backman, Teodor 

Gardelli, Viktor Gardelli, Åsa Gardelli and Caroline Strömberg, Sweden)


