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Current theories and models of adaptive management have been criticised for not paying 
enough attention to the social and political challenges of natural resource governance. 
Since the major challenges related to an adaptive management of natural resources are 
essentially social, significantly more research with a social science perspective is needed. 
To address these shortcomings, a tentative framework and a revised heuristic model that 
encompass, and highlight the significance of, socio-political variables has been developed 
in a previous article, where six theoretically derived building blocks that affect the level 
of legitimacy in the system, and therefore should be taken into account when designing, 
analysing and attempting to explain the performance of adaptive co-management systems 
are highlighted (Lundmark et al, forthcoming). The task to identify what variables that 
determine the success or failure of natural resource governance is, however, delicate, as 
the level of complexity is immense. In particular, this complexity becomes tangible when 
considering that the borders between the suggested building blocks are fuzzy, implying 
both that the mechanisms within tend to overlap as well as that their causal relationship is 
somewhat unclear. Furthermore, it must be acknowledged that one adaptive co-
management system only constitutes a cogwheel in a broader system of natural resource 
management, and that the interaction also between different systems are of vital 
importance. This is even more significant when moving from single-species to ecosystem 
management, as the complexity of the goal formulation-phase further increases. In this 
article, we therefore aim at making a further theoretical contribution to the adaptive co-
management literature by exploring the dynamics between these building blocks. The 
development of a framework that incorporates also the socio-political aspects, enables the 
deduction of empirically testable hypotheses and is applicable for policy-makers and 
practitioners constitutes our main undertaking. 
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