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ABSTRACT 
________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

The aim of this essay was to find out whether opportunity, possibility and chance could be 

considered synonymous and if and when they are interchangeable. Articles, native speakers of 

English as informants, definitions from five English dictionaries and the computerized British 

National Corpus have been used to define the meaning and usage of the three terms. It has 

been shown that Swedes overuse possibility. The three terms have been said to have different 

connotations. The native speakers’ attitude towards the choice between opportunity, 

possibility and chance showed that it is often a matter of personal opinion whether one of the 

terms is chosen. The dictionaries together with the corpus show that the terms may 

sometimes, but not always, be regarded as synonyms. The present study suggests that chance 

covers more meanings than either opportunity or possibility and could be said to cover a 

larger semantic domain. This essay shows that opportunity, possibility and chance are 

interchangeable in some contexts but this often implies a slight change of meaning. The 

semantic domains of opportunity, possibility and chance are partly entwined and share a 

semantic area (see front picture). They also cover different semantic areas; opportunity in the 

work/educational/career area, possibility in the scientific/research area and chance as the most 

colloquial of the terms, the one which is used in most idioms and informal expressions.  
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1. INTRODUCTION 
________________________________________________________________________ 

 

1.1 Background  

 

Opportunity, possibility and chance all have a similar sense to the common mind and 

they have many semantic properties in common. Fromkin et al. (2003:181) state that: 

“there are words that sound different but have the same or nearly the same meaning. Such 

words are called synonyms.” When applying Fromkin et al.’s definition of synonymy we 

can identify opportunity, possibility and chance as synonyms. Fromkin et al. continue by 

adding that “no two words ever have exactly the same meaning” even if they are 

synonyms. Translation often causes hesitation about which one of them is the most 

suitable one to use. The wrong word is easily used when, for example, translating from 

Swedish into English in a context where all three of them could be translated into 

Swedish using the Swedish word möjlighet. They can sometimes be seen as three 

hyponyms of the Swedish word which then becomes their hyperonym1, a hyperonym 

which does not exist in English. This causes confusion when Swedes are expressing 

themselves in English. Synonyms proposed by the dictionaries help defining the semantic 

domain of each word. As explained by Fromkin et al. (2003:181); “The degree of 

semantic similarity between words depends largely on the number of semantic properties 

they share.” Even though words may be synonyms the problem is to know whether there 

is a preference to use one of them in a certain context or if any one of them is suitable in 

any context. 

                                                 
1 A hyponym is a lexical unit which has the meaning of another lexical unit included in it but with a more 
specific meaning. It can still be replaced by that other lexical unit with the more general meaning which is 
referred to as its hyperonym. For example, a bear is the hyponym of animal, so is also cat and squirrel. 
Bear, cat and squirrel are co-hyponyms, but animal is their hyperonym. (Oxford Reference online: 
https://portal.student.ltu.se/index2.php). 
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1.2 Aim, method and material 

 

This study examines whether opportunity, possibility and chance are to be considered 

synonymous and if they are interchangeable. This is done with help from informants, 

dictionaries and the British National Corpus. The informants, who are all native speakers 

of English, have compared phrases, saying if opportunity, possibility and chance can 

replace each other and have given their views on the general use of the terms. The use of 

the three words in dictionaries is further examined and analysed. Their etymology and 

collocations found in dictionary examples are reported as well as their appearances in 

expressions, compounds and idioms. The corpus provides additional information about 

words that collocate with opportunity, possibility and chance. By studying the 

information from the various sources it is possible to distinguish whether opportunity, 

possibility and chance occur with different connotations and if they cover different 

semantic domains. The collected data is used to find out whether and when opportunity, 

possibility and chance are interchangeable, what their different connotations are and to 

what extent opportunity, possibility and chance can be considered synonymous. In order 

to make the reading of this essay easier to follow, the nouns opportunity/opportunities, 

possibility/possibilities and chance/chances are always referred to in their singular forms 

even though this still means the plural forms are included in the study. 
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2. ARTICLES ABOUT OPPORTUNITY, POSSIBILITY & 

CHANCE 
________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The study of synonyms has filled many semantic essays, but there are not so many 

articles written about opportunity, possibility and chance. A search for such articles in 

linguistic magazines through a database at the University of Luleå Library gave no result. 

Finally, three articles were found on the Internet. 

 

The first article is by Sheppard (2004). In her study Avoiding Swenglish she focuses on 

“some of the most common mistakes made by Swedes in written English”. One of the 

common mistakes is according to Sheppard that Swedes overuse the English word 

possibility when translating the Swedish word möjlighet: 

 
Det finns många möjligheter…, there certainly are, but many possibilities is not always the best 
translation. 
 
We do use the word possibilities, the number of possibilities is endless, but there are a number of 
other words that are better in English. Next time you are about to write possibility(ies) try one of 
the following instead. 
  
 MÖJLIGHET ability opportunity chance capacity 
 potential method way                    capability 
 
E.g. We had the possibility to measure the response many times, becomes… 

We had the opportunity of measuring the response many times. 
 

E.g. The system has many possibilities, becomes… 
The system has great potential/many applications. 

 
Another way of avoiding all these possibilities is to use a verbal form instead. 
  
E.g. This gives the possibility to obtain information on the mechanisms involved, becomes… 

This makes it possible to obtain information on… 
 
 
Sheppard gives some concrete examples of better choices instead of possibility in her 

article, but she does not give any rules for when to use possibility except saying that it is 

often better to use another word. Two of the words she suggests instead of possibility are 

opportunity and chance. 
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The second article is from a series of language course lessons by Virtual Language 

Course (VLC). It is titled ‘Three commonly confused nouns: opportunity, possibility, 

chance’ and VLC presents recommendations and explanations for how to use 

opportunity, possibility and chance:  

 
These nouns can be used similarly, but do not mean quite the same thing. The complementation 
patterns are also usually different. 
 
eg  I have the opportunity to go / of going to Beijing next month. (= I can go if I want to do so – 
opportunity is a choice) 
 
The noun opportunity is often used in these structures: 
    opportunity + to + infinitive 
    opportunity + of + -ing 
    opportunity + for + noun 
 
The noun possibility is usually used in these structures: 
    possibility + of + -ing 
    possibility + that + clause 
 
eg There’s a possibility (that) I will go / of my going to Beijing next month. (= I may go – there is 
no choice involved)  
 
Right: This is a good opportunity to learn more. 
Right: This is a good opportunity for making some money. 
Right: There is little possibility of house prices rising next year. 
Wrong: There is little opportunity of house prices rising next year. 
 
The noun chance can be used to have the meaning of either possibility or opportunity, and can also 
be used in the complementation structures shown above. 
 
Right: This is a good chance to make some money. 
Right: There is little chance of house prices rising next year. 

 

According to VLC (above) the opportunity to go / of going contains a choice and the 

possibility that I will go / of my going comes without any choice involved. This means 

that VLC adds a sense of option to the word opportunity whereas possibility is being 

given a more neutral sense. According to the examples above, sentences like This is a 

good possibility to learn more and This is a good possibility for making some money are 

incorrect sentences.2 VLC proposes that opportunity and possibility have similar use and 

are not interchangeable and do not have the same connotations. According to VLC 

chance can replace either one of the other nouns, but opportunity can never be replaced 

by possibility and vice versa. However, as we will see in chapter four, Oxford Advanced 

Learner’s Dictionary (OALD) explains possibility with opportunity and this contradicts 
                                                 
2 Cf. the response, of the native speakers of English as informants, in chapter 3 below. 
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the implication by VLC that they are not interchangeable. Furthermore, as we will see the 

entry about opportunity in OALD does not mention anything about a choice being 

involved, it mentions the word occasion, but there is nothing about option or choice. 

The third article is from the ‘weekly e-mail bulletin about English for non-native (and 

other) speakers’ by what is called ‘Majority English’ (2004). This article answers a 

request for an explanation of the difference between chance, opportunity and possibility. 

‘Majority English’ answers; “there exists no difference between these words in many 

expressions and in the opinion of many people”. They suggest that it is a matter of style 

and point to the etymology and connotations of the words which transmit different 

nuances. These are the explanations given by ‘Majority English’: 
 

- Chance  

came from a concept of "to fall" in the sense of something unexpected falling upon 

someone. It was another way to talk of fate; something unpredictable. To take a chance 

implies being prepared for a positive or a negative result.  

[…]  

- Possibility  

weighs on the possible; that which can be achieved. It simply states that something can be 

done or be acquired. A fine-tuned definition makes a possibility dependent on how we act 

ourselves, whereas a chance depends on other people and unpredictable circumstances.  

[…] 

- Opportunity  

harbours the word port. Originally opportune meant a good time to sail for the port; when 

favorable winds could be expected. Opportunity is a chance or possibility with good odds.  

 

In brief, a chance is something that unpredictably falls upon you, a possibility is 

something which is possible to be done or acquired in the future and an opportunity 

implies that there are good odds for something. 
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3. DO NATIVE SPEAKERS OF ENGLISH FIND 

OPPORTUNITY, POSSIBILITY & CHANCE 

INTERCHANGEABLE?  
________________________________________________________________________ 

 

A questionnaire was distributed to five native speakers of English3. They did not find it 

an easy task, one of them never completed it because it “was not easy” and “would take 

too much time”. Nevertheless, four of them filled in their questionnaires; two British; X 

& Y, one Australian; Z and one American; A. Each questionnaire was composed of 

eleven sets of three identical sentences, each set with opportunity, possibility or chance in 

the same sentence. The native speakers of English as informants were asked to mark each 

sentence with either C for correct, A for acceptable or W for wrong. They were asked to 

answer in what context, discourse or in combination with what topic they would place 

opportunity, possibility and chance. They were also asked to explain their choices and to 

answer additional questions about whether they consider the three words to be 

synonymous. For this they were provided the explanation of synonymy given in Fromkin 

et al. (2003:181) so that they all would have the same starting-point when thinking about 

synonymy.4 Unfortunately they did not give many explanations for their choices, perhaps 

it was too complicated to explain. After part one, where they had listed synonyms, one of 

them added; “It’s hard to try to analyse words as in the previous questions when I haven’t 

thought/learnt about language for a long time! For the questions below I’ve just put what 

“feels” right, I’m not sure if it is technically correct, and it might be contradictory to my 

answers above – sorry!” The aim of this questionnaire was to investigate as the informant 

put it “what feels right” for a native speaker and to find out whether the native speakers 

consider opportunity, possibility and chance synonymous and if so, when they find them 

interchangeable.  

 

The informants were asked if opportunity, possibility and chance are synonyms, one of 

them answered “Opportunity and chance but not possibility to the same extent.” The 

informants were also asked to list close synonyms to each word: 
                                                 
3 The questionnaire is enclosed in the appendix. 
4 See the entire questionnaire in the appendix. 
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Synonyms to opportunity: 

X: Possibility, opening (It’s a good …), occasion (May I take this … to),  

Y: an opening, a chance, a break, a favourable option, a good way  

Z: Possibility, chance, moment, opening, point in time  

A: Possibility, opening, chance 

Synonyms to possibility:  

X: Opportunity,  

Y: An option, a choice, a way, a method, a means  

Z: Opportunity, option, capacity, right conditions 

A: opening, breakthrough, chance 

Synonyms to chance:  

X: Risk (You’re taking a …), luck (It’s a game of …) 

Y: A piece of luck, a turn of good fortune, a break, an opportunity  

Z: Risk, opening, possibility… 

A: Luck, opportunity 

 

The questionnaire gave some interesting results. Four of the tasks from it are shown here 

(below). In chapter two, VLC provided the sentence “I have the opportunity to go/ of 

going to Beijing’ as an example of correct usage of opportunity, but since the phrase 

structure was changed in their example with possibility, they imply that possibility cannot 

be used in the same phrase. In an attempt to try if possibility and chance could replace 

opportunity in the sentence above, the informants received three versions of it; one with 

opportunity, one with possibility and one with chance.  

  
   X           Y          Z         A         

3a. I have the opportunity to go to Beijing next month. C W C C 
  
3b. I have the possibility to go to Beijing next month. C W A C 
  
3c. I have the chance to go to Beijing next month. C A A C 

   

Informant X and A considered opportunity, possibility and chance equally good in all 

three sentences whereas the informant Y objected to the construction of all three 

sentences and suggested instead; I have been given the opportunity to go to Beijing next 

month/ There is a possibility that I will be going to Beijing next month/ I have been given 

the chance to go to Beijing next month. Informant Z marked the phrase with opportunity 

as correct and the versions containing possibility and chance as acceptable. It is 

interesting to note how small changes can make the sentences more and also less 
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acceptable and that the acceptance varies between the individuals. One of the other 

sentences for the informants to give their opinion on was also based on an example from 

VLC in chapter two: 
X                Y               Z               A 

4a. There is an opportunity that I will go to Beijing next month. W W W W
   
4b. There is a possibility that I will go to Beijing next month. C W C C
   
4c. There is a chance that I will go to Beijing next month. C C A C

   

Here, all of the informants agree that you cannot say There is an opportunity that but it is 

interesting that the sentence There is a possibility that which was provided by VLC as an 

example of correct use was actually considered wrong by one of the informants. Not even 

the sentence Take every opportunity given to you in this world, which is a quotation from 

John Irving’s novel Hotel New Hampshire, was considered correct by all of the 

informants and the informants also had different opinions on the usage of possibility and 

chance in that sentence: 
 X                   Y                   Z                   A 

8a. Take every opportunity given to you in this world. C                   C                   C                   A 

8b. Take every possibility given to you in this world.  A                   W                  A/W              A 

8c. Take every chance given to you in this world. A                   A C                  C 
   

In the following set of sentences the article makes a great difference. When the sentence 

is This will give me a possibility to… the informants consider the sentence wrong or 

acceptable but not correct. Nevertheless the sentence can easily be made correct by 

changing the article. The informants claim that the phrase This will give me the 

possibility to… is a correct sentence: 

 
 X                        Y                        Z                             A 

10a.This will give me an opportunity to… C C C C  

10b.This will give me a possibility to… C if‘the’ W A / C if ‘the’  W 

10c.This will give me a chance to… C C C C 

  

To answer if a word is correct, acceptable or wrong in a certain context is obviously not 

an easy task even for a native speaker of English. Small items as the articles may change 

the sentence from being correct to being wrong. Opportunity, possibility and chance are 

synonymous to some extent but whether they are interchangeable or not seem to depend 

mainly on details in the phrase and preferences in combining words. 
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4. DEFINING OPPORTUNITY, POSSIBILITY & CHANCE 
________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Roget’s Thesaurus (1978) lists chance and possibility among the synonyms for 

opportunity. It lists opportunity and chance among the synonyms for possibility and it 

lists opportunity and possibility among the synonyms for chance. Then opportunity, 

possibility and chance are synonyms but more information is required. The etymology of 

the terms is of interest since it reveals the origin of the words, when they first entered the 

English language and what meaning they carried back then. The definitions and examples 

of usage given in the dictionaries show the preferred collocations and contexts for each 

noun. This can then be compared to the results of other sources. Common phrases, 

expressions, compounds and idioms help explaining why certain words collocate and 

certain words do not. The abbreviations in this chapter refer to the following dictionaries: 

CALD = Cambridge Advanced Learner’s Dictionary, OALD = Oxford Advanced 

Learner’s Dictionary, OED = Oxford English Dictionary, WOLD = Webster’s On-Line 

Dictionary, ORO = Oxford Reference Online.  

 

4.1 Definitions & usage of opportunity 

 

Opportunity first entered the English language in the 13th century from the Anglo-

Norman oportunité, which meant ‘favourable circumstances’, ‘occasion for doing 

something’. Further back the word has its origin in Latin opportunitis, with the meaning 

‘a favourable circumstance’, ‘occasion’, ‘chance to do something’, ‘convenience’, 

‘suitability’, ‘advantageousness’, ‘opportuneness’, and ‘timeliness’ (OED). 

 

CALD divides the usage of opportunity in two. The first meaning is “an occasion or 

situation which makes it possible to do something that you want to do or have to do”. The 

second meaning is; “the chance to get a job”. Opportunity can be either a countable noun 

or an uncountable noun, with the second meaning it is always a countable.  
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OALD explains opportunity as “a favourable time, occasion or set of circumstances for 

doing sth”, it also says; “note at OCCASION”5.  

 

WOLD writes “fit or convenient time or situation; a time or place permitting or favorable 

for the execution or a purpose […] combination of conditions; suitable occasion; chance.  

 

ORO explains; “a time or set of circumstances that makes it possible to do something 

[…], a chance for employment or promotion: career […]” ORO also says that an 

opportunity is “a good chance; a favorable occasion.”  

 

Opportunity and its plural form opportunities are likely to occur in the following 

expressions, idioms and compounds. These eight first are found in ORO: 

Opportunity cost: ’economics the loss of other alternatives when one alternative is 

chosen’  

Opportunity knocks: ‘a chance of success occurs’  

Opportunity never knocks twice at any man’s door: ‘There exist several slightly different 

ideas based on the original proverb’ 

Opportunity shop: ‘a charity shop’, Australia and New Zealand 

Equal opportunity: ’the opportunity or right to be employed, paid, etc., without 

discrimination on grounds of sex, race, etc.’  

Equal opportunities: ’the right to be treated without discrimination, especially on the 

grounds of one's sex, race, or age’  

Photo opportunity: ‘another term for photo call’  

Land of Opportunity: ‘name for Arkansas’  

 

CALD lists the additional expressions: 

At the earliest opportunity: ‘as soon as possible’  

At every opportunity: ‘as often as possible’ 

He had a golden opportunity: ‘an extremely good opportunity’ 

The entry also shows some collocations: have an opportunity to, given the opportunity of, 

opportunity to + infinitive, a unique opportunity to, she missed the opportunity to, and, I 

don’t get much opportunity. 
                                                 
5 NOTE Occasion, opportunity and chance all mean a time when it is possible to do something. Chance 
and possibility are also used to suggest that something might happen.” (OALD). 

http://80-www.oxfordreference.com.proxy.lib.ltu.se/views/ENTRY.html?entry=t23.e39434&srn=6&ssid=741659170#FIRSTHIT
http://80-www.oxfordreference.com.proxy.lib.ltu.se/views/ENTRY.html?entry=t140.e54076&srn=7&ssid=741659170#FIRSTHIT
http://80-www.oxfordreference.com.proxy.lib.ltu.se/views/ENTRY.html?entry=t21.e10319&srn=10&ssid=741659170#FIRSTHIT
http://80-www.oxfordreference.com.proxy.lib.ltu.se/views/ENTRY.html?entry=t140.e25184&srn=13&ssid=741659170#FIRSTHIT
http://80-www.oxfordreference.com.proxy.lib.ltu.se/views/ENTRY.html?entry=t140.e58230&srn=11&ssid=741659170#FIRSTHIT
http://80-www.oxfordreference.com.proxy.lib.ltu.se/views/ENTRY.html?entry=t140.e42397&srn=12&ssid=741659170#FIRSTHIT
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OALD lists the following collocations; equal opportunity, job opportunity, no/ little/ not 

much opportunity, a great/ golden/ marvellous opportunity, a wasted opportunity, don’t 

miss this/ I’d like to take this opportunity, and at every opportunity.  

 

WOLD provides a proverb; “A wise man will make more opportunities than he finds.” 

 

Thus, opportunity is defined as ‘the chance to get a job, employment or promotion’, ‘a 

good chance to do something that is possible’ and ‘a favourable occasion’. It has kept the 

meaning it had when it first entered into English. The usage of opportunity differs 

depending on the fact that it can be both a countable and an uncountable noun. 

Opportunity is used in several fixed expressions and has certain preferences when it 

comes to adjacent words. 

 

4.2 Definitions & usage of possibility 

 

The Modern English word possibility comes from the Middle French possibilité and was 

first introduced into Old English in the 13th century. Possibilité came from the Latin word 

possibilit. It already then carried the present meaning ‘the state, condition, or fact of 

being possible’ (OED). 

 

CALD gives two meanings of possibility: Number one is “a chance that something may 

happen or be true” and number two “something that you can choose to do in a particular 

situation”. Possibility can be either a countable or an uncountable noun.  

 

OALD gives three definitions of possibility: 1.“The state or fact of being possible; 

likelihood”, 2.“A thing that is possible […] a thing that may exist or happen”. 3. a) “An 

opportunity”. b) “Possibilities (plural), the condition of being capable of being used or 

improved”.  

 

WOLD lists two usages of possibility: 1. “The quality or state of being possible; the 

power of happening, being or existing”, 2. “That which is possible; a contingence; a thing 
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or event that may not happen; a contingent interest.” The synonyms are; “hypothesis, 

theory, possible action, opening”. 

 

ORO writes “A thing that is possible”, “A thing that may happen or be the case”, “the 

state or fact of being possible, or an occurrence of this”, synonyms are; “chance, 

likelihood, probability, hope; risk, hazard, danger, fear”.  

 

ORO lists only two expressions with possibility:  

(Semantic) possibility: “One of the main semantic categories used in the classification of 

modal verbs (particularly epistemic modality).” 

Possibility of reverter (A law phrase): “The interest of a person who has conveyed land to 

another until the occurrence of some specified event (which may never happen).” 

The plural form possibilities can be used to express “potential, potentiality, promise, 

prospects, capability” as in for example; “the house is dilapidated, but it has possibilities” 

or “she has possibilities as an actress”.  

 

CALD suggests that possibility should be used as in the following constructions:  

“It's not likely to happen but I wouldn't rule out the possibility.” 

“The forecast said that there's a possibility of snow tonight.” 

“There's a distinct possibility (that) I'll be asked to give a speech.” 

“Is there any possibility (that) you could pick me up from the station?” 

“We could take on extra staff - that's one possibility.” 

“‘Have you decided what to do?’ ‘No, I'm still considering the various possibilities.’” 

 

CALD also gives an example of how possibility cannot be used; “Possibility cannot be 

followed by an infinitive. Is there a possibility of finding a cure for cancer? *Is there a 

possibility to find a cure for AIDS?”6  

 

WOLD gives the following examples of usage: “this room has great possibilities”, “there 

is a possibility that his sense has been impaired”, “bankruptcy is always a possibility”. 

 

                                                 
6 The asterisk marks an incorrect sentence which was overlined in the original. 
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OALD has very similar examples to those above, and a couple of additional; “We must 

face the possibility that he may never return”, “new export possibilities” and some 

examples of verbs; “discuss/consider/explore/investigate a wide range of possibilities”. 

 

To sum up, possibility is defined in the dictionaries as ‘a thing that may happen’, ‘a thing 

that is possible’ and ‘as something you can choose’. The meaning which possibility 

carried when it entered into English is still the same. It is given synonyms such as 

opportunity, chance and probability. Very few expressions exist with possibility. 

 

4.3 Definitions & usage of chance 

 

According to OED (2004) the word chance is first found in Middle English where it was 

spelled chea(u)nce. Chea(u)nce comes from the Old French word cheance which came 

from a Late Latin word meaning falling or to fall (OED).  

 

CALD explains the meanings of the word chance with synonyms to it in four different 

contexts: 1. “luck; the force that causes things to happen without any known cause or 

reason for doing so” Chance meaning luck, is an uncountable noun. 2. “likelihood; the 

level of possibility that something will happen”. Here, chance is a singular noun. 3. 

“opportunity; an occasion which allows something to be done; an opportunity” 4. “risk; a 

possibility that something negative will happen”. Chance is a countable noun in 3 and 4.  

 

OALD gives three different meanings of the word chance: The first is; “a possibility of 

something happening, esp sth desirable”. The second is; “a suitable time or occasion to 

do sth; an opportunity”, and the third is; “an unpleasant or dangerous possibility; a risk”.  

 

WOLD divides the use of chance into five categories with the following explanations: 1. 

“A supposed material or psychical agent or mode of activity other than a force, law, or 

purpose; fortune.” 2. “The operation or activity of such agent” 3. “The supposed effect or 

such an agent; something that befalls, as the result of unknown or unconsidered issue of 

uncertain conditions; an event not calculated upon; an unexpected occurrence; a 
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happening fortuity; casualty.” 4. “A possibility; a likelihood; an opportunity; - with 

reference to a doubtful result” 5. “(Math.) Probability”.  

 

ORO lists explanations of the word chance as; “A possibility of something happening.”, 

“a possibility […] probability”, “the probability of something desirable happening”.  

 

Chance and its plural form chances appear in more expressions, compounds and idioms 

than the other two nouns. WOLD suggests the first six expressions: 

Chance comer: ‘One who comes unexpectedly’ 

Happening by chance: ‘Something unplanned’ 

The last chance: ‘The sole remaining ground of hope’ 

The main chance: ‘The chief opportunity; that upon which reliance is had, espesially self-

interest’ 

Theory of chances: ‘That branch of mathematics which treats the probability of the 

occurrence of particular events, for example of dice in given positions’  

To mind one’s chances: ‘To take advantage of every circumstance; to seize every 

opportunity’ 

 

ORO lists the following expressions, idioms and compounds: 

Chance-medley: (law-term) ‘The accidental killing of a person in a fight’ 

Chance one's arm: ‘Undertake or venture on something although it may be dangerous or 

unsuccessful/ Take a risk’ 

Chance would be a fine thing: ‘Something is desirable but unlikely’ 

(Drinking) In the last chance saloon: ‘Having been allowed one final opportunity to 

improve, get something right, etc.’  

Fancy one's chances: ‘Believe that one (or someone else) is likely to be successful’ 

Fighting chance: ‘A possibility of success if great effort is made’  

Half a chance: ‘The slightest opportunity’ 

Have an eye for the main chance: ‘Look or be looking for an opportunity to take 

advantage of a situation for personal gain, especially when this is financial’ 

Not a cat in hell’s chance: ‘No chance at all’ 

Not a chinaman’s chance: ‘Not even a very slight chance’ 

Not a dog's chance: ‘No chance at all’ 

Buckley's chance: ‘Someone has little or no hope of achieving a specified thing’  

http://80-www.oxfordreference.com.proxy.lib.ltu.se/views/ENTRY.html?entry=t35.e925&srn=29&ssid=831055722#FIRSTHIT
http://80-www.oxfordreference.com.proxy.lib.ltu.se/views/ENTRY.html?entry=t35.e926&srn=32&ssid=831055722#FIRSTHIT
http://80-www.oxfordreference.com.proxy.lib.ltu.se/views/ENTRY.html?entry=t35.e1820&srn=30&ssid=831055722#FIRSTHIT
http://80-www.oxfordreference.com.proxy.lib.ltu.se/views/ENTRY.html?entry=t23.e20353&srn=21&ssid=831055722#FIRSTHIT
http://80-www.oxfordreference.com.proxy.lib.ltu.se/views/ENTRY.html?entry=t35.e1479&srn=31&ssid=831055722#FIRSTHIT
http://80-www.oxfordreference.com.proxy.lib.ltu.se/views/ENTRY.html?entry=t35.e757&srn=34&ssid=831055722#FIRSTHIT


 15

Not have the ghost of a chance: ‘Have no chance at all’ 

On the (off) chance: ‘Just in case’ 

Sporting chance: ‘A reasonable chance of winning or succeeding’ 

There are probably more expressions in use and some are being made up at the moment 

but since ORO displays examples from numerous dictionaries, the expressions above can 

be considered to be among the most common ones. 

 

CALD lists two more expressions:  

An outside chance of verb +  ing…: ‘A very small chance that…’ 

They are in with a chance: ‘they have a possibility of doing or getting what they want’ 

CALD also gives several examples of typical collocations: of chance, by chance, 

pure/sheer chance, leave nothing to chance, a better chance, chance of, a good chance 

that, slim/slight chance, any chance of + ing, not a chance, no chance, stand a chance, 

have a chance of + ing, chances of, chances are, get/have a chance, give me a chance to 

+ inf., give sb a second chance, I missed my chance and given half a chance. 

 

OALD fills almost one page with examples of expressions with chance, many of which 

are identical to those above, but some are new, as for example:  

As chance would have it: something that was not planned 

By any chance: (especially in questions) ‘Perhaps, possibly’ 

Not have a snowball in hell’s chance: ‘Have no chance at all’ 

Take a chance on something: ‘To choose to do something, knowing that it might be the 

wrong choice’ 

Take a chance/ take chances: ‘To behave carelessly, to take risks’ 

Take one’s chances: ‘To use one’s opportunities well’ 

 

In sum, the dictionaries define chance with synonyms such as: possibility, occasion, luck, 

risk and opportunity. The usage of chance covers a large variety of meanings and variants 

since chance can be a countable, an uncountable or a singular noun. The exact meaning 

of the term when it entered the English language is unclear. Today chance is found in 

numerous expressions and collocations in the dictionaries. 

 

http://80-www.oxfordreference.com.proxy.lib.ltu.se/views/ENTRY.html?entry=t35.e2180&srn=28&ssid=831055722#FIRSTHIT
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The next step is to check if the usages of opportunity, possibility and chance proposed by 

CALD, OALD, ORO and WOLD are the ones in current speech. A corpus makes it 

possible to look through a huge amount of text and draw conclusions from this material. 

 

 

 

5. COLLOCATIONS CONTAINING OPPORTUNITY, 

POSSIBILITY & CHANCE 
________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The corpus text used for this essay is the computerized British National Corpus, the used 

part contains nearly fifteen million words. A collocation is a combination of two or more 

words in frequent use, in a way which sounds correct to a native speaker of the language 

but is hard to guess for a non native speaker (CALD). A collocate is a word7 which 

collocates with (i.e. are adjacent to) the search term (CALD). The collocates which will 

be discussed here are mainly those situated first left and thereafter those situated first 

right in relation to the search terms, since they collocate directly and are thus easier to 

interpret. Studying collocates in the position second left and second right is less precise 

since there is always an unknown word in-between the collocate and the search term. 

Therefore these collocates were not considered except when the verbs were scarce first 

left. Then it was presumed that there would be more verbs second left so collocates at 

second left were studied, but those second right were not. In the corpus the collocates are 

named; 2L, 1L and 1R, therefore they will be named second left, first left and first right 

in this essay. The search terms are always opportunity, possibility or chance and their 

plural forms. The most interesting collocations from the corpus are presented in this 

chapter (for lists of more retrieved collocates; see the appendix). Chance has the largest 

number of collocates from the search of the corpus and the largest number of expressions 

accounted for in the dictionaries, which makes chance the most common word of the 

three search terms. Of the total number of collocates first left of opportunity, possibility 

and chance, 34% collocates with opportunity, 21% with possibility and 45% with chance. 

 
                                                 
7 A collocate can also consist of a combination of words, but in this essay all collocates are singular words. 
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The most numerous first left collocates to opportunity, possibility and chance are the 

articles the and a/an. 

 
581 the opportunity  674 the possibility 645 the chance 
222 an opportunity  87 a possibility  475 a chance 
 

The reason why possibility collocates with almost eight times as many the as a is 

probably that possibility is often used in its plural form possibilities (cf. chapter four). 

Note that the informants marked the phrase This will give me a possibility to…as wrong 

and wanted to replace a with the to make it correct, the reason for them doing this might 

be explained by the fact that the possibility is a more common collocation. Since an 

opportunity is semantically close to one opportunity it is surprising that the numerals are 

so few compared to the articles. The collocations containing numerals are: 

 
20 first opportunity 23 one possibility 35 last chance 
6 last opportunity 8 third possibility 19 one chance  
    15 second chance 
    9 first chance 
 

It is interesting that there are absolutely no collocations such as *one opportunity or * two 

opportunities. Opportunity is sometimes an uncountable noun but so are also possibility 

and chance. The reason for this lack of cardinal numbers might be that an opportunity is 

a special event and the collocation *one opportunity would not emphasize this fact. 

 

The biggest group of collocates first right are prepositions. Here are the collocations 

containing opportunity, possibility and chance and a preposition: 

 
763 opportunity/-ies to  606 possibility/-ies of  731 chance/-s of 
403 opportunity/-ies for 52  possibility/-ies for 637 chance/-s to 
111 opportunity/-ies of 30  possibility/-ies in 93 chance/-s for 
62  opportunity/-ies in 12  possibility/-ies to 49 chance/-s in 

25 chance/-s on 
23 chance/-s at 

 
 
There are clear preferences, such as opportunity to, opportunity for, possibility of, chance 

of and chance to, which can all be seen in the examples from the dictionaries in chapter 

four. There are some possibility/-ies to even though CALD says that “possibility can not 

be followed by an infinitive”.  
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There are also some collocating prepositions in the position first left:  

 
96 of opportunity/-ies  25 of possibilities/possibility 72 by chance 
    39 of chance 
 
The collocation by chance is a prototypical collocation, the preposition of, on the other 

hand, provides no actual collocation since of semantically belongs to the word preceding 

it in the position second left of the search terms. 

 

An absorbing group of collocates consists of verbs in the position second left of 

opportunity, possibility and chance. Listed below are, for each of the search terms, the ten 

most common collocations containing a verb: 
 
Opportunity/opportunities 
179 had/have/has/having... opportunity/-ies 
76 is/are/was/were/be... opportunity/-ies 
61 take/took/taken/taking... opportunity 
51 provides/provided/provide/providing/provided ... opportunity/-ies 
48 give/given/gives ... opportunity/-ies   
18 offered/offers/offer ... opportunity/-ies 
17 seized ... opportunity  
15 miss/missed ... opportunity/-ies  
13 use/used ... opportunity/-ies 
11 should… opportunities 
 
Possibility/possibilities: Chance/chances:   
 
110 is/ was/are/be... possibility/-ies 264  had/have/has ... chance/-s 
19 consider/considered/ 135    is/was/be... chance   
   considering... possibility/-ies 70 get/got ... chance 
14   discussed/discuss/discussing... possibility 60     given/gives ... chance  
12  have/ had/having... possibility 59       take/took/taken/taking ... chance/-s 
10 offer/offered/offers…possibility/-ies 26    stand/stood ... chance 
9     exclude ... possibility  21     offered/offers/offer... chance  
8    investigating/investigate... possibility/-ies 14     miss/missed... chance  
7    explore/exploring... possibility 12 increase/increasing… chance/-s 
7    raised/raises... possibility 9       saw ... chance 
  
 

The majority of the verbs above only collocate with one of the search terms. Offer, be and 

have are exceptions and collocate with all of the three search terms; opportunity, 

possibility and chance. A conclusion of this is that the collocating verbs have preferences. 

Some verbs collocate with two of the search terms, and when they do so it is always with 

opportunity and chance. For example, take the opportunity and take the chance would be 

correct phrases according to the findings in the corpus whereas *take the possibility 

would be incorrect. This gives a hint about why the informants considered the phrase 
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“take every possibility” as either acceptable or wrong.8 The fact that very few verbs 

collocate with all of the three search terms makes it possible to state that opportunity, 

possibility and chance cover different semantic domains and have slightly different 

connotations. Yet, opportunity and chance share collocating verbs with each other, which 

might indicate that opportunity and chance are closer to each other in usage and meaning.  

 

When looking at collocations containing verbs in second left position there are gaps 

between the verb and the search term. The tables of collocates in the position first left9 

are useful to fill the gaps. It has already been mentioned that articles are common, 

furthermore, this table makes is possible to construct phrases that are recognizable from 

the chapters above, for example; take every opportunity, don’t miss this opportunity, I’d 

like to take this opportunity, there is little possibility, stand a chance, have a chance and 

take a chance. Accordingly, the search terms already exist in idioms or expressions with 

a particular verb or a particular type of verbs. This is the probable reason why 

opportunity, possibility and chance prefer different verbs.  

 

If we take a closer look at verbs that only collocate with one of the nouns, a pattern can 

be distinguished. The verbs collocating only with opportunity are active verbs, for 

example give/provide/take/seize an opportunity. The verbs collocating exclusively with 

possibility give scientific connotations, for example discuss/explore/exclude/investigate a 

possibility. Lastly, the verbs collocating only with chance are verbs that explain how to 

handle the chance, for example get/stand/increase the chance. Opportunity and chance 

seem to have a preference for some verbs in particular, whereas possibility has a 

preference for a certain category of verbs. Opportunity and chance are found in many 

collocations with a few, but different verbs. Possibility, on the other hand, is found in few 

collocations with each verb, yet the verbs show similarities and a scientific bias. A reason 

for this might be, as mentioned above, that opportunity and chance exist in more fixed 

expressions. Possibility exists in few fixed expressions; therefore there is less reason for 

it to need a specific verb. All the same, the semantic domain of possibility seems more 

limited than those of opportunity and possibility. 

 

                                                 
8 Cf. the questionnaire to the informants in chapter three and in the appendix. 
9 See tables in the appendix. 



 20

Verbs are rare in the position first left of opportunity and chance and there are no verbs 

collocating with possibility in this position. The collocations are: 

 
12 have opportunities   7 take chances 
7 provide opportunities 
 
The reason for this is that most verbs need to be constructed with another word-class in-

between themselves and opportunity, possibility and chance. 

 

In the position first right of opportunity, possibility and chance the collocating verbs are: 
 
39 opportunity/-ies are/was/is/were  63 possibility/-ies is/are/was/were 99 chance/-s are/were/was/be  
15 opportunity/-ies has/had/have  3 possibility/-ies can  12 chance will/would 
11 opportunity/-ies offered  3 possibility/-ies offered   
8  opportunity/-ies will 
 

These collocations do not reveal new information, except that they are few. When a verb 

collocates to the right of the search term, it is the search term which is the subject of the 

phrase. Thus a verb in the position first right expresses what the opportunity, possibility 

or chance can do. A verb collocating in either position left of the search terms, on the 

other hand, describes what can be done with the opportunity, possibility and chance. The 

search terms are objects of the phrases when the verb is placed to the left of them. This is 

probably the reason for the difference in the number and choice of verbs. 
 
In the remaining collocations below, most of the collocates have clear preferences; they 

only collocate with one of the search terms.  
  
     
54 equal opportunity/-ies 53  this/that/these 75  best/better chance/-s 
41 new opportunity/-ies   possibility/possibilities 51 little chance 
35 every opportunity 17 real possibility 60 any chance/-s 
29 this opportunity 12 any possibility 46 good chance 
26 great/greater/greatest  12 new possibility/-ies  35 last chance 
 opportunity/-ies 11 another possibility 26 another chance 
21 employment opportunity/-ies 9 other possibilities 24 more chance/-s 
20 first opportunity 8 strong possibility 19 greater/great chance 
19 educational opportunity/-ies 8 all possibility 14 new chance/-s 
16 more opportunity/-ies 7 remote possibility 13 only chance 
15 good opportunity 6 many possibilities 13 much chance 
14 little opportunity 6 distinct possibility 12 less chance 
14 earliest opportunity 4 exciting possibilities 12 every chance 
13 business opportunities 3 technical possibilities 11 realistic chance 
13 unique opportunity 3 infinite possibilities 11 fair chance 
13 ample opportunity/-ies 3 further possibilities 11 real chance 
12 few opportunities 3 several possibilities 7 fat chance 
12 perfect opportunity 3 social possibility 7 pure chance 
11 photo opportunity/-ies 3 some possibility 6 reasonable chance 
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11 many opportunities 3 further possibility 6 this chance 
11 training opportunities 3 endless possibilities 6 scoring chances 
10 job opportunities 3 serious possibility 6 winning chances 
10 golden opportunity 3 alternative possibilities 6 equal chance 
     

All of the words related to professional life, i.e. job, business, employment, collocate 

without exception with opportunity. It is obvious that only opportunity gives rise to this 

connotation. Opportunity also collocates with many positively charged words, for 

example ideal/unique/perfect/wonderful/golden and comparative and superlative forms of 

adjectives, for example greater/greatest and earliest. These collocations emphasize that 

an opportunity is often a positive event.  

 

The scientific connotations of the verbs which collocate solely with possibility, are found 

in several of the collocations above, for example remote, distinct, technical and 

alternative possibilities. Not a single noun, and neither comparative nor superlative forms 

of adjectives collocate with possibility; possibility seems to be used in more neutral 

context.  

 

Several of the collocations containing chance, were expected collocations from the 

numerous expressions listed in chapter four, for example fighting chance, lucky chance, 

happy chance and fat chance. Moreover, the collocations consisting of chance and an 

adjective are more nuanced and almost without the use of superlatives, they describe 

whether the chance is for example fair, realistic or pure. 
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6. CONCLUSION 
________________________________________________________________________ 

 

This essay has examined whether opportunity, possibility and chance are to be considered 

synonymous and if they are interchangeable. It has been shown that Swedes overuse 

possibility. Alternatives, which have been suggested, are for example opportunity, chance 

or a verb construction. Moreover, the three terms were proposed to have different 

connotations and chance was said to be the only one of them which is interchangeable 

with the other two. This essay has also investigated native speakers’ attitude towards the 

choice between opportunity, possibility and chance. Their ideas showed that it is often a 

matter of personal opinion whether one of the terms is considered correct, acceptable or 

wrong in a sentence. 

 

Five dictionaries have been used in this study to define the meaning and usage of 

opportunity, possibility and chance. All of them list occasion, possibility and chance 

among the synonyms to opportunity. They also provide several expressions and 

compounds containing opportunity which have further been confirmed by the British 

National Corpus. A corpus was required for the purpose of either confirming or 

contradicting the information given in the dictionaries. The dictionaries explain 

opportunity as “the chance to get a job” and accordingly job related words in the corpus 

only collocate with opportunity. Furthermore, in both the dictionary examples and the 

corpus opportunity collocates with active verbs. The term also collocates with several 

superlatives and positively charged adjectives.  

 

The dictionaries explain possibility as “something that may happen” or a choice, which 

contradicts earlier information that a possibility would not involve a choice. Given 

synonyms to possibility are for example: chance, opportunity and occasion. Possibility is 

often used in its plural form and expressions containing possibility are rare. Accordingly, 

collocations containing possibility show less preference for specific words and more 

preference for the category of the words. It has been established that possibility is often 

found in a scientific context and without comparative or superlative adjectives. 
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Possibility is used when there is a probability of something existing or occurring, as is the 

fact in research and scientific language.  

 

Furthermore, this study has shown that synonyms to chance are, for example, possibility, 

occasion, luck, risk and opportunity. It has also been discussed that chance exists in 

numerous idioms, expressions, and compounds and that it has more collocations in the 

corpus than opportunity or possibility, which resulted in the conclusion that chance is the 

most commonly used and the most colloquial choice of opportunity, possibility and 

chance. The corpus has shown that the collocations expected in accordance with the 

dictionaries were common and that chance can replace both opportunity and possibility.  

 

In sum, the present study claims that chance covers more meanings than either 

opportunity or possibility and can be said to cover a larger semantic domain. As already 

mentioned, perfect synonyms hardly exist. Opportunity, possibility and chance are 

sometimes synonymous, whether they are interchangeable depends on the context and the 

discourse since some words only collocate with one of the terms. Even if an interchange 

is possible the connotation of the sentence might change. The semantic domains of 

opportunity, possibility and chance are partly entwined and share a large semantic area, 

as the picture below illustrates. Nevertheless, they also cover different semantic areas; 

opportunity in the work/educational/career area, possibility in the scientific/research area 

and chance as the most colloquial of the terms, the one which is used in most idioms and 

informal expressions. 
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APPENDIX 
________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Questionnaire to native speakers as informants 
 
This is the question sheet. Please fill it in on the computer (the A symbol will provide you 

with another colour to use), and e-mail it back to me as soon as possible:  

 
First of all, please list synonyms to each of opportunity, possibility and chance; 
 
For your help, here is a definition of synonymy from An Introduction to Language by 
Fromkin et al. (2003:181):  

 It has been said that there are no perfect synonyms – that is, no two words ever have exactly the 
same meaning. Still, the following two sentences have very similar meanings.  

He’s sitting on the sofa. / He’s sitting on the couch.  
Some individuals may prefer to use sofa instead of couch, but if they know the two words, they 
will understand both sentences and interpret them to mean essentially the same thing.  

 

 

A. Are opportunity, possibility and chance synonyms?  

X: - 

Y: ‘Opportunity and chance but not possibility to the same extent’ 

Z: - 

A: - 

 

A1. List five close synonyms to opportunity! 

X: ‘Possibility, opening (It’s a good …), occasion (May I take this … to)’ 

Y: ‘An opening, a chance, a break, a favourable option, a good way’ 

Z: ‘Possibility, chance, moment, opening, point in time’ 

A: ‘Possibility, opening, chance’ 

 

A2. List five close synonyms to possibility! 

X: ‘Opportunity,’ 

Y: ‘An option, a choice, a way, a method, a means’   

Z: ‘Opportunity, option, capacity, right conditions’ 

A: ‘Opening, breakthrough, chance’ 
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A3. List five close synonyms to chance! 

X: ‘Risk (You’re taking a …), luck (It’s a game of …),’  

Y: ‘A piece of luck, a turn of good fortune, a break, an opportunity’ 

Z: ‘Risk, opening, possibility…’ 

 A: ‘Luck, opportunity’ 

 

B. In what context (what kind of discourse or topic area) is opportunity typical according 

to you? 

X: ‘Opportunity, I would say, usually relates to the creation / freeing up of time.  You do 

something if you have the opportunity, ie you have the time.  Opportunity is seen in a 

positive light (We all have the possibility to …, but few have the opportunity.)’ 

Y: ‘I would use opportunity to describe a positive possibility or option’ 

Z: ‘Job, career, speeches, (e.g. “I’d like to take this opportunity to thank…”)’ 

A: ‘Private conversation, also job, professional’ 

 

C. ‘In what context (what kind of discourse or topic area) is possibility typical according 

to you?’ 

X: ‘Possibility implies that a decision needs to be made as to which, of several, options 

are to be taken.’ 

Y: ‘Possibility describes the fact that there are a number of choices available without 

stating that one choice is more favourable than another.’ 

Z: ‘Planning, logistics, technical’ 

A: ‘Private conversation, job, professional’ 

 

D. In what context (what kind of discourse or topic area) is chance typical according to 

you? 

X: ‘Chance, I would say, usually relates to risk (usually –ve) or luck (+ve); thereafter 

similar to opportunity. (In this context, opportunity is more neutral than chance.)’ 

Y: ‘Chance is similar to opportunity but implies that luck was involved.’ 

Z: ‘More colloquial; fine arts e.g. movies; luck/odds, “I don’t stand a chance”’ 

A: ‘More private, personal conversation than the two preceding’ 

 

Mark the sentences below with C for correct, A for acceptable and W for wrong: 
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Please write some comments and explanations for your choices! 

Please also write if in any case you would consider opportunity, possibility and chance as 
giving exactly the same sense to the sentence.  
 
                     X        Y       Z       A  
1a. Here’s an opportunity to be creative! C C C C 
1b. Here’s a possibility to be creative! A W W C 
1c. Here’s a chance to be creative! C A C C 
 

2a. He didn’t stand an opportunity W W W W 
2b. He didn’t stand a possibility W W W W 
2c. He didn’t stand a chance C C C C 

 
The phrase structure 
causes problems: see note 
from informant Y: 

 
I have been given the opportunity to go 
to Beijing next month 
I have the option of going to Beijing next 
month 
There is a possibility that I will be going 
to Beijing next month 
I have been given the chance to go to 
Beijing next month 

3a. I have the opportunity to go to 
Beijing next month. C W C C 
3b. I have the possibility to go to Beijing 
next month. C W A C 
3c. I have the chance to go to Beijing 
next month. C 

 
A 

 
A 

 
C 

3d. I have the option to go to Beijing 
next month. C W C C 
 
4a. There is an opportunity that I will go 
to Beijing next month. W W W W 
4b. There is a possibility that I will go to 
Beijing next month. C W C C 
4c. There is a chance that I will go to 
Beijing next month. C C A 

 
C 

 

5a. I see opportunities in this project. A A A C 
5b. I see possibilities in this project. C C C C 

5c. I see chances in this project. A W W 
 
W 

 
6a. There are some great job 
opportunities… C C C C 
6b. There are some great job 
possibilities… C W A C 

6c. There are some great job chances… W W W 
 
W 

 

7a. …would an opportunity… - W C C 
7b. …would a possibility… - W C C 

7c. …would a chance… - C W 
 
W 
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8a. Take every opportunity given to you 
in this world. C C C A 
8b. Take every possibility given to you 
in this world.  A W A/W A 
8c. Take every chance given to you in 
this world. A A C 

 
C 

 

9a. If I get the opportunity, I will… C C A C 
9b. If I get the possibility, I will… C W W W 

9c. If I get the chance, I will… C C C 
 
C 

 
10a.This will give me an opportunity 
to… C C C C 

10b.This will give me a possibility to… 
C if 
‘the’ W 

A/ if 
‘the’ 
C W 

10c.This will give me a chance to C C C 
 
C 

 
11a. This is a good opportunity to learn 
some more. C C C C 
11b. This is a good possibility to learn 
some more. W W A/W C 
11c. This is a good chance to learn 
some more. C A A 

 
C 
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Tables of collocates of opportunity, possibility and chance. 
 
 
Second left, first left and first right collocates of opportunity/opportunities: 
 
2Left  1Left 1Right 
 
179 have/had/has having 581 the 763 to  
76 is/was/are/be/were 222 an 403 for  
61 took/take/taking/taken 96 of 111 of  
51 provide/provided/ 61 and 66 and  
 provides/ providing  54 equal 63 in  
48 given/give/gives 41 new 39  are/was/is/were 
18 offer/offers/offered 35 every 27 the  
17 seized 29 this 21 which  
15 miss/missed 21 employment 16 but 
13 use/used 20 no 16 that  
11 should 20 first 15 has/had/have  
9 welcome 19 educational 15 they  
9 saw/see 16 more 13 as   
7 get 15 good 13 a 
6 lack 15 business 12 it 
4 denied 14 earliest 11 offered  
4 would 14 great 10 costs/cost  
4 created 14 little 10 at  
4 land 13 unique 10 we  
4 exploit 13 his 9 commission  
  13 ample 8 he  
  12 have 8 with  
  12 perfect 8 will  
  12 few 7 than  
  11 photo 7 on  
  11 training 7 by  
  11 many 7 may  
  10 that 7 when  
  10 job 6 there  
  10 golden 6 or   
  10 investment 5 within  
  10 market 5 arises  
  9 greater 5 this  
  9 excellent 4 if  
  9 same 4 came  
  9 missed 4 available  
  8 lost 4 presented  
  8 such 4 provided  
  8 another 4 even  
  8 any 4 so   
  7 ideal 4 where  

 7 for 4 policy  
  7 limited 4 exist  
  7 provide 3 should 
  7 with 3 would  
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  7 further 3 could  
  6 available 3 comes  
  6 real 3 thus  
  6 's 3 during  
  6 historic 3 created 
  6 these 3 both  
  6 their 3 2000  
  6 career 3 she  
  6 last 3 trust  
  6 easy 3 particularly  
  5 social 3 here  
  5 only 3 such  
  5 marketing 3 policies  
  5 greatest 3 rather  
  5 much 3 away  
  5 economic 3 yet  
  5 savings   
  5 possible   
  5 best   
  4 out   
  4 fewer   
  4 political   
  4 suitable   
  4 as  
  4 but   
  4 where   
  4 commercial   
  4 fishing   
  4 leisure   
  4 increasing   
  4 rare   
  4 heaven-sent   
  4 wonderful   
  4 on   
  4 development  
  4 frequent   
  3 income   
  3 several   
  3 offer   
  3 reasonable   
  3 early   
  3 youth   
  3 other   
  3 right   
  3 work   
  3 splendid   
  3 adequate   
  3 her  
  3 wider  
  3 were   
  3 increased   
  3 exciting   
  3 wasted   
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Second left, first left and first right collocates of possibility/possibilities: 
 
 
2Left  1Left 1Right  
 
110 is/was/be/are 674 the 606 of  
19 consider/considered 87 a 161 that  
 considering 30 this 52 for  
14 discussing/discussed/ 26 no 46 and  
 discuss 25 of 63 is/are/was/were  
12 have/had/having 23 one 30 in   
10 offer/offered/offers 17 real 17 the  
9 explore/exploring 12 any 12 to  
9 exclude 12 new 11 but  
8 investigate/ 12 that 10 as   
 investigating 11 these 6 it   
7 range 11 another 6 at   
6 see 9 other 5 he  
6 open 8 strong 5 a   
5 eliminate 8 third 4 one  
5 reduce 8 all 4 if 
4 examine 8 and 4 among  
4 raised 7 its 4 we  
4 become 7 remote 4 which  
3 allowing 6 further 4 when  
3 contemplate 6 many 3 can  
3 rejected 6 distinct 3 offered  
3 anticipate 5 's 3 had  
3 admit 4 three 3 within  
3 raises 4 two 3 perhaps  
3 face 4 some 3 while  
  4 infinite   
  4 exciting   
  4 different   
  4 their   
  3 serious  
  3 several   
  3 endless   
  3 lateral    
  3 social    
  3 technical    
  3 alternative    
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Second left, first left and first right collocates of chance/chances: 
 
 
2Left  1Left 1Right 
 
264 had/have/has 645 the 731 of  
135 was/is/be/are 475 a 643 to  
70 get/got/gets 86 no 99 are/be/was/were 
60 given/gives 85 his 93  for  
59 take/taking/ 73 by 74 that  
 took/taken 55 's 59 and  
26 stand/stood 54 any 49 in  
21 offered/offer/offers 51 little 30 the 
14 miss/missed 48 of 25 on  
12 increase/increasing 46 good 24 but   
10 reduce/reduces 45 best 24 he 
9 saw 43 their 23 at   
8 improve 40 your 22 it  
8 lost 35 last 18 with 
6 seized 30 better 17 by  
6 left 26 another 13 there  
4 boost 24 more 13 they  
4 ruin 17 to 12 will/would  
  16 and 12 not  
  15 second 11 against  
  14 new 11 or   
  14 its 10 a  
  13 much 9 when  
  13 one 9 as   
  13 my 8 if   
  13 only 8 you 
  12 less 8 than 
  12 greater 7 his  
  12 every 7 from  
  11 her 7 we  
  11 realistic 7 now  
  11 fair 7 she  
  11 real 6 which 
  10 labour 6 then  
  9 ' 5 so  
  9 first 5 even  
  8 our 5 do  
  8 that 5 encounter  
  7 alliance 4 upon  
  7 fat 4 one  
  7 take 4 have  
  7 great 4 again  
  7 party 4 before  
  7 pure 3 can  
  6 equal 3 what  
  6 reasonable 3 last  
  6 1 3 discovery  
  6 even 3 however  
  6 this 3 after  
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  6 winning 3 highly  
  6 scoring 3 though  
  5 possible 3 here  
  5 high 3 no  
  5 two 3 going  
  5 own 3 this  
  5 many   
  4 main   
  4 fighting   
  4 excellent   
  4 he   
  4 same   
  4 some   
  4 happy   
  4 conservative   
  4 what     
  3 straightforward   
  3 survival    
  3 remote    
  3 final    
  3 outside    
  3 rare     
  3 lucky   
  3 serious   
  3 three   
  3 further   
  3 one's 
  3 life     
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