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Abstract 
_________________________ 
 

The work presented in this D-extended essay has been carried out as part of the project 

“Linguistics in the Midnight Sun” at the Department of Language and Culture, Luleå 

University of Technology. The research area chosen for my paper is that of Possession 

and Transaction. The overall purpose of this paper is to give an introductory description 

of the Possession domain and to examine the dimensions central to Possession. The 

lexemes chosen for detailed study, rob and steal, were looked up in six well-known 

dictionaries. To describe how these lexemes are used in actual speech and writing the 

British National Corpus (BNC) was used for data collection. Contrasting the definitions 

in the six dictionaries, the main difference between rob and steal is that steal is used 

when something is taken secretly from a person, whereas rob is used when something is 

taken violently from a person or place. For rob, the data from the BNC showed that 

prototypically the one who robs is a man, the robbed person is a bank and the thing 

robbed is often money or other valuable objects. In prototypical constructions with 

steal, the one who steals is a male, the stolen thing is something that belongs to another 

person and there is a wide mix of people whom it has been stolen from. In non-

prototypical constructions with rob or steal, at least one of the dimensions central to the 

lexeme differs from the prototypical configurations of roles.   
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1. Introduction 
_________________________ 
 

1.1 Background 

The work presented in this D-extended essay has been carried out as part of the project 

“Linguistics in the Midnight Sun” at the Department of Language and Culture, Luleå 

University of Technology. The research area chosen for my paper is that of Possession 

and Transaction, currently also studied by another member of the project working on a 

dissertation for the Doctor’s Degree. The Possession domain comprises a great number 

of lexical fields to be investigated in great detail in a series of studies of varying scope. 

 

The assumption shared by the linguists in the project is that language is embodied, i.e. 

language is grounded in the perception and bodily experiences of people. The 

interaction with the physical world includes Possession, which is a social convention 

representing a metaphorical extension of the spatial and physical dimensions. 

Possession is one of four domains studied in the project. The overall aim of the project 

is to give a comprehensive description of the meaning and usage of the words in each 

domain. Another aim is to study in what way metaphors, metonymy, and blending are 

used in the four domains. 

 
1.2 Aim 

The overall purpose of this paper is to give an introductory description of the Possession 

domain and to examine the dimensions central to Possession. 

 
1.3 Method and material 

To get an overview of the domain I started my research by studying dictionaries. The 

dictionary entries added to the lexemes I intuitively saw as related to Possession made 

up a list of more than 60 lexemes. The lexemes in the list were grouped according to a 

semantic analysis based on my own intuition, the dictionary definition, and on the idea 

of semantic frames. The concept of semantic frames includes the viewer aspect, 

participants, and the choice of sentence constituents and is therefore a device especially 

suited for the description and analysis of the relationship between the profiles of 

different verbs (Ungerer and Schmid 1996:205). 
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The lexemes chosen for detailed study were looked up in six well-known dictionaries. 

To describe how these lexemes are used in actual speech and writing the British 

National Corpus (BNC) was used for data collection. The BNC is a text database of 100 

million tokens covering samples of both written and spoken British English seen as 

representing current usage (British National Corpus, 2002). For this essay the A-part of 

the BNC, which contains about 11 million tokens, was considered sufficient for data 

collection. Each item found in the BNC for the searched lexeme was studied and 

analysed. An overall analysis was made after the data for the lexeme in question were 

compiled. 

 
In studies on a larger scale, even more comprehensive descriptions of the lexemes 

studied in depth can be made. The entire BNC may be searched and informant tests 

carried out to confirm or reject the conclusions drawn from the analyses. With resources 

not available in the project today, psycholinguistic tests could have been carried out to 

give an additional aspect of the domain and the studied lexemes. 
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2. Possession 
_________________________ 
 

2.1 Possession as a semantic domain: an introduction 

The concept of ‘possession’ is built upon the idea that things can belong to people. 

From an early age we make the distinction between my things and your things. The fact 

that something is seen as belonging to someone could either be the result of an explicit 

agreement or an implicit social convention. Irrespective of the kind of agreement, the 

basic idea seems to be that the closer physically someone is to an item, the more likely 

the item is to be regarded as belonging to him or her. In other words, body parts 

unquestionably belong to a person (inalienable possession), whereas things on the other 

side of the globe are more difficult to assign as belonging to a person. The longer the 

distance between the person and the item, the more explicitly the agreement of 

ownership has to be formulated. 

 
When a possession is moved from the owner, the possession most commonly also shifts 

owners. The transfer of a possession is often the result of an agreement, and as was 

pointed out above, it can be either explicit or implicit. Most commonly the former and 

the new owner have agreed on something in exchange for the possession. No matter 

whether the exchanged thing is a concrete item, money, a favour, or something else, in a 

particular situation the involved parties have agreed on their value as equal to that of the 

possession in question. When there is no agreement of a transfer of possession, it 

generally shifts owners because of a violation of the agreement of ownership. In 

conclusion, ‘possession’ primarily seems to be naturally grounded in people’s bodies 

but people are social creatures and the whole concept of ‘possession’ is administered by 

means of agreements between the people living together in a society.  

 
2.2 A basic model of Possession 

2.2.1 A semantic frame of Possession 

The Possession domain contains several words, and some of them are near synonyms. 

In an examination of a domain it is of importance to find the differences between the 

near-synonyms. One way of structuring the differences is to make use of frame 

semantics. A frame is a schematic representation of a situation and in the frame there 

are elements representing the conceptual roles associated with the studied situation 
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(FrameNet Website 2004a). A basic frame of the Possession domain could look like 

this:  

 
 

Figure 2.1 Semantic frame of Possession 
 

As is evident in the schematic representation (Figure 2.1), the Possession domain is 

mainly built upon four participants. A Possessor has a Possession, and if there is no 

transaction of the Possession, no more participants are active in that situation. As soon 

as there is a transaction of the Possession the other two participants, the Receiver and 

the Receiver’s offer, are activated. The way these participants differ for different words 

can give good clues to the semantic analysis of verbs of Possession and of the 

differences between near-synonyms. 

 
The names of the participants in the above frame are not standard terms used in 

linguistics. The common conception among linguists is that there are basic semantic 

roles such as ‘agent’ and ‘patient’ and that these are useful in semantic, lexical, and 

grammatical descriptions (Langacker 1991:284). In contrast to many other linguists, 

Langacker (1991:284) is of the opinion that it is neither necessary nor achievable to 

provide a definitive list of roles correctly described for any situation. Langacker’s 

conclusion is that it is always possible to make the semantic roles more specific, which 

means that in some cases every verb may have its own participant roles (ibid.). In 

accordance with Langacker’s line of thought, the basic semantic roles will be used in 

this essay for the whole domain even though the names for the participant roles may 

vary because of the semantics of different verbs. The conversion of the terms used in the 

semantic frame (Figure 2.1) into the basic semantic roles is sketched out in Figure 2.2.  
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Figure 2.2  The conversion of the participant roles of the Possession frame into basic semantic roles 

 
As is apparent in Figure 2.2, the Possessor and the Receiver can take on different 

semantic roles, depending on the verb. For example, in an analysis of the verb give the 

Possessor is the Agent, whereas it occupies the Beneficiary role for the verb take. This 

is illustrated in (1) and (2): 
 
(1) Charlie gave Mary a book.  
Poss/Agent        Rec/Ben               
 
(2) Mary took a book from Charlie.  
Rec/Agent                          Poss/Ben 
  

There are sometimes terminological inconsistencies concerning the semantic roles 

between linguists. In this essay the terminology regarding thematic roles has its ground 

in Saeed’s (2003:149) list of thematic roles, but since each verb has its own specific 

roles they should be seen as convenient cover terms rather than definitive descriptions 

of the semantic roles.  

 
Definitions of thematic roles quoted from Saeed (2003:149-150):  

 AGENT: the initiator of some action, capable of acting with volition 
 
 PATIENT: the entity undergoing the effect of some action, often undergoing 
 some change in state   
 

 BENEFICIARY: the entity for whose benefit the action was performed 
 
2.2.2 Semantic dimensions central to Possession 

For the categorisation of the Possession terms, the essential semantic elements were 

specified for each category. Since the participants in the semantic frame of Possession 

can take on different basic semantic roles, the terms from the semantic frame 
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(Figure 2.1) are used in the semantic analysis. To make the number of groups 

manageable, the dimensions are the ones prototypical for that group and inevitably this 

has the consequence that not all verbs are equally good members of the group.  

 

In Table 2.1 the left-hand column gives the semantic dimensions central to the analysis 

of each category, and the right-hand column lists the verbs exemplifying each category. 

 
Table 2.1 Categorisation of Possession terms based on a semantic analysis 
 

1.
The transaction is permitted by the Possessor
The Possession is transferred to the Receiver
The Receiver is active
The Possessor is a human being
The Possession is a concrete object
The Receiver is a human being

get, receive, obtain, gain, procure, acquire,
attain, earn

2.
The Possession is transferred to the Receiver
The Receiver is active
The Possessor is a human being
The Possession is a concrete object
The Receiver is a human being

appropriate, confiscate, extort, take, grab,
occupy, seize

3.
The Possession is exchanged for money
The Possession is a concrete object
The Receiver is a human being
The Possessor is a human being

sell, buy, shop, auction, treat, advance, pawn,
pledge, soak

4.
The Possession is transferred to the Receiver
The Possessor is active
The Possessor is a human being
The Receiver is a human being
The Possession is a concrete object

give, provide, furnish, contribute, deliver,
exchange, assign, transfer, impart, issue

5.
The transaction is permitted by the Possessor
The Possession is transferred to the Receiver
The transaction is temporary
The Possessor is a human being
The Receiver is a human being
The Possession is a concrete object

borrow, lend, loan

6.
The Possessor is a deceased person
The Possession is transferred to the Receiver
The Receiver is a human being
The Possession is a concrete object

inherit, bequeath

7.
The Possession is exchanged for money
The transaction is temporary
The Possessor is a human being
The Receiver is a human being
The Possession is a concrete object

charter, hire, lease, rent, sublet, contract,
license, engage

8.
The transaction is not permitted by the Possessor
The Possession is transferred to the Receiver
The Receiver is active
The Possessor is a human being
The Receiver is a human being
The Possession is a concrete object

steal, rob, swipe, shoplift, pilfer, purloin, filch,
pinch, lift

SEMANTIC ANALYSIS WORDS
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(Table 2.1 continued)  

 
 

Table 2.2, which is based on the categorisation in Table 2.1, gives a picture of the 

combinations of the nine dimensions central to the analysis of the ten categories in the 

Possession domain.  

 
Table 2.2 Categorisation of Possession terms according to semantic dimensions  

 
 

In Table 2.2 the minuses and pluses give an overview of the dimensions used in the 

analysis of each category. For example, a minus in the Permission slot means that the 

Permission dimension has been used in the analysis of the category and that the action is 

not based on mutual agreement. A plus in the same slot consequently means that the 

Permission dimension has been used in the analysis of the category and that the 

participants have agreed upon the action. An empty slot does not necessarily mean that 

the dimension is absent in that category, only that it is not significant in the analysis of 

it.  

 
In Table 2.2 it is possible to see the dimensions central to the Possession domain and 

how they are combined. For example, the Temporary dimension is only significant in 

the analysis of groups 5 and 7. The only actual dimension separating these groups is the 

Something-in-return dimension, since the exchange element indirectly suggests that the 
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action in group 7 is permitted. In group 5 there are words such as borrow, lend, and 

loan, and in group 7 words such as rent, charter, and lease can be found. It is easy to 

see that the payment, which falls under the Something-in-return dimension, is the 

essential difference between lend and rent. On closer inspection it is apparent that these 

two groups could be divided in another two groups if the semantic element analysing 

the active participant is added. In situations with borrow and hire the Receiver is active, 

and in situations with lend and sublet the Possessor is active. In constructions with rent 

either the Receiver or the Possessor is active and rent would therefore be represented in 

two groups. However, for reasons of space the categorisation in Table 2.1 is considered 

sufficient for an analysis of the dimensions central to Possession. 

 

2.3 Previous research  

Three studies of relevance to this essay will be referred to in the text. These are the 

Berkeley FrameNet project, and the studies carried out by Newman (1996) and Faber 

and Mairal Usón (1999). 

 

FrameNet is a lexicography project mainly based on Frame Semantics which in turn is 

an approach based on the work achieved by Fillmore and his colleagues for the past 30 

years (Fillmore et al. 2003:235). On the FrameNet Website (2004b) the aim of the 

project is set out: 

 
The aim is to document the range of semantic and syntactic combinatory 
possibilities (valencies) of each word in each of its senses, through manual 
annotation of example sentences and automatic capture and organization of the 
annotation results. 
 

The process of annotating is when semantic and syntactic information is added to a 

phrase containing the given word in a sentence extracted from a corpus (FrameNet 

Website (2004a). The documentation of the annotation gives a database where different 

semantic frames are identified and described, with an analysis of the words related to 

the frames (Fillmore et al. 2003:235). Atkins et al. (2003:342) state that even though the 

frame-semantic approach makes it possible to compare and contrast words and derive 

the parameters of comparison, the information is not yet displayed in a refined way.  

 
The extensive FrameNet project is not particularly interested in the Possession domain, 

but its influence on this essay is evident, both as regards aim and methodology. Faber 
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and Mairal Usón (1999) on the other hand have studied the Possession domain in 

greater depth, but with a different aim and methodology. Instead of using a corpus for 

data collection, their only resource is dictionary data. Their aim in Constructing a 

Lexicon of English Verbs is: 

 
To give an account of the English verbal lexicon which not only systematises the 
meanings of lexemes within a hierarchical framework, but also demonstrates the 
principled connections between meaning and, on the one hand, the syntactic 
complementation patterns of verbs, and on the other hand, patterns of 
conceptualization in the human mind. (Faber and Mairal Usón 1999:vii) 
 

In other words, by using a definitional analysis and semantic information to define 

meanings, Faber and Mairal Usón (1999:275-277) systematise the lexical items in a 

hierarchy, allowing a better understanding of the relationship between syntax and 

semantics. Hence, lexical items are more easily contrasted. Possession is one lexical 

domain that is systematised with to have/give as the superordinate terms from which the 

other lexemes in the domain are defined (Faber and Mairal Usón 1999:87). 

 

In the categorisation of the Possession domain in Table 2.1, give exemplifies category 

number four in the domain. It is this lexeme that John Newman (1996) specialises his 

study on in the book Give - A Cognitive Linguistic Study. In this book Newman 

investigates “give” verbs across languages. By describing the status of these verbs in 

different languages and comparing their semantic characteristics he gives a detailed 

background to the lexeme. Anchored in the background Newman provides an account 

of the meaning of give, understood in its basic prototypical sense, in its literal sense, and 

in its figurative sense. Because of Newman’s cognitive approach to linguistics the 

examination of constructions with give across languages is seen as a useful tool in 

exploring how events are conceptualised in people’s minds (Newman 1996:34).   

 
The FrameNet project, the aim of Faber and Mairal Usón (1999) to construct a verbal 

lexicon, and Newman’s (1996) investigation of give verbs have all been important 

works for this essay. Together they have given a background to the present study of the 

Possession domain, and provided interesting ideas on how to analyse, systematise and 

contrast lexemes in a domain.  
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3. Rob and Steal 
_________________________ 
 

It becomes clear from the semantic analysis in chapter two that the Possession domain 

is a rather wide and complex domain. Therefore, to make the scope of the study 

realistic the subject of study must be delimited. In the following parts of the essay the 

lexemes rob and steal will be analysed in detail. Considering Fillmore’s interest in the 

commercial event (Fillmore, as cited in Ungerer and Schmid 1996:208) with verbs such 

as buy, pay, sell and charge and Newman’s study of give verbs it is natural to choose 

some other verbs in the domain, for example those expressing illegal transactions of 

possessions. Since this is a corpus-based study it complements Faber and Mairal 

Usón’s (1999) study of Possession, which is based solely on dictionary data. The illegal 

transactions (group 8) in Table 2.1 are exemplified by the verbs steal, rob, swipe, 

shoplift, pilfer, purloin, filch, pinch, and lift. The lexemes rob and steal have been 

chosen for the present study since they are used more frequently in my corpus data than 

the other ones. 

 
3.1 Dictionary data 

The following study will give a more comprehensive picture than the dictionary of the 

lexemes rob and steal and the words semantically and morphologically derived from 

them. The dictionaries used to extract information about these lexemes are Oxford 

Advanced Learner’s Dictionary (OALD), Collins Cobuild (CC), The Random House 

Dictionary of the English Language (RHD), Longman Dictionary of Contemporary 

English (LDCE), Longman Lexicon of Contemporary English (LLCE), and The 

American Heritage Dictionary (AHD).  

 
The dictionaries mentioned above give the following definitions of steal. 

OALD 1. to take sth that belongs to another person without permission or legal right 
and usu secretly. 

 2. to obtain sth quickly or without being noticed. 
 3. to move in the specified direction secretly and quickly, or without being 

noticed. 
 
CC 1. If you steal something from someone you take it away from them without 

their permission and without intending to return it.  
2. If you steal somewhere, you move there quietly and cautiously so that 
nobody notices you; a literary use. 

  



 11

RHD 1. to take (the property of another or others) without permission or right, esp. 
secretly or by force.  
2. to appropriate( ideas, credit, words, etc.) without right or acknowledge- 
ment. 

 3. to take, get, or win artfully or surreptitiously.  
 4. to move, bring, convey, or put secretly or quietly; smuggle 
 5. to pass, happen, etc., imperceptibly, gently, or gradually.  
 
LDCE 1. to take something that belongs to someone else. 

2. to use someone else’s ideas without getting permission or without admitt-
ing that they are not your own ideas. 

 3. to move quietly without anyone noticing you. 
4. to run the next base (baseball), to suddenly take control of the ball, puck 
etc. 

 
LLCE 1. to take, usu, unlawfully (what belongs to someone else) 
 2. to move quietly so as not to be seen or heard 
 
AHD 1. to take (the property of another) without right or permission. 
 2. to get or effect surreptitiously or artfully. 
 3. to move, carry, or place surreptitiously. 

4. to draw attention unexpectedly in (an entertainment) especially by being 
the outstanding performer. 
 

In order to make it easier to contrast the lexemes and highlight relevant information, the 

definitions are segmented in Table 3.1. The model for dictionary segmentation is the 

same as the one Faber and Mairal Usón (1999) made use of. In instances where the 

dictionaries give more than one definition of the lexeme, the first definition (number 1) 

is the one segmented. The headings are: core meaning, manner, agent, patient, and 

beneficiary (for a definition, see page 5). Saeed (2003:150) defines Beneficiary as: “the 

entity for whose benefit the action was performed”. In this essay Beneficiary, in 

addition to Saeed’s definition, also includes the entity to whose disadvantage the action 

was performed. 
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Table 3.1 The segmented structure behind the dictionary definitions of steal 

 
 

The word thief is semantically derived from the lexeme steal. The dictionaries give the 

following definitions of thief.   

OALD a person who steals, esp. secretly and without violence. 
 
CC A thief is a person who steals something from another person, especially 

without using violence. 
 

RHD a person who steals, esp. secretly or without open force; a person guilty of 
theft. 

 
LDCE someone who steals things from another person or place.  
 
LLCE a person who steals or has stolen. 
 
AHD one who steals, especially one who steals movable property by stealth rather 

than force. 
 

Table 3.2 The segmented structure behind the dictionary definitions of thief 
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The lexeme rob is given the following definitions in the dictionaries. 

OALD 1. to take property from a person or place illegally. 
 2. to prevent sb/sth having sth, esp sth needed or deserved. 
 
CC 1. If someone robs you, they steal money or property from you. 

2. If you rob someone of something that they deserve, have, or need, you take 
it away from them. 

 
RHD 1. to take something from (someone) by unlawful force or threat of violence; 

steal from.   
 2. to deprive (someone) of some right or something legally due. 
 3. to plunder or rifle (a house, shop, etc.) 
 4. to deprive of something unjustly or injuriously. 
 
LDCE 1. to steal money or property from a person, bank etc.  

2. to take money away from someone or something that needs it in order to 
pay someone else or use it for something else. 
3. to take away an important quality, ability etc from someone or something.  

 
LLCE 1. to take something unlawfully from (its owner). 
 
AHD 1. to take the property from (a person or persons) illegally by using or 

threatening to use violence or force; commit robbery upon. 
 2. to take valuable or desired articles unlawfully from. 

3a. to deprive unjustly of something belonging to, desired by, or legally due 
(someone). 

 3b. to deprive of something injuriously. 
  4.  to take as booty; steal. 
 
Table 3.3 The segmented structure behind the dictionary definitions of rob 
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The noun robber is morphologically derived from the lexeme rob. The dictionaries give 

the following definitions of robber and the segmentation of the definitions is presented 

in Table 3.4. 

 
robber 

OALD a person who robs people; a thief. 
 
CC Robbers are people who steal a lot of money or property from a bank, a shop, 

or a vehicle, often by using force or threats.  
 
RHD a person who robs. 

 
LDCE someone who steals money or property. 
 
LLCE a person who robs or has robbed. 
 
AHD no definition  
 
 Table 3.4 The segmented structure behind the dictionary definitions of robber 

 
The last word studied in the dictionaries is robbery, which is a word morphologically 

derived from the lexeme robber. The definition segmentation of robbery is found in 

Table 3.5.  

 
robbery 

OALD the action or instance of stealing, theft. 
 
CC Robbery is the crime of stealing a lot of money or property from a bank, a 

shop, or a vehicle, often by using force or threats.  
 
 When there is a robbery, someone steals a lot of money or property from a 

bank, a shop, or a vehicle. 
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RHD the act, the practice, or an instance of robbing 
 

Law. The felonius taking of the property of another by violence or 
intimidation.  

 
LDCE the crime of stealing money or things from a bank, shop etc, especially using 

violence. 
 
LLCE theft, esp if it is done violently. 
 
AHD The act or an instance of unlawfully taking the property of another by the use 

of violence or intimidation.  
 
Table 3.5 The segmented structure behind the dictionary definitions of robbery 

 
 
The dictionaries provide a rather consistent description of the lexemes rob and steal and 

the words derived from them. The essentials of steal and thief are: 

o a person takes something from a person without permission, especially secretly 

o the thing is often movable 

o the thing belongs to another person 

 
According to the dictionaries, the lexemes rob, robber and robbery convey the 

meaning: 

o a person illegally takes something from a person or place by using or threatening 

to use violence 

o the thing is often money or property 

o the thing belongs to another person   
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Contrasting the definitions in the six dictionaries, we find that the main difference 

between rob and steal is that steal is used when something is taken secretly from a 

person, whereas rob is used when something is taken violently from a person or place.  

 
3.2 Corpus data 

Even though the six dictionaries are consistent in their descriptions of the lexemes and 

the differences between them, the definitions are noticeably brief and general. By 

studying how these lexemes are used in actual speech and writing it is possible to obtain 

a more detailed description of them. A corpus-based analysis of the lexemes can be used 

to answer questions such as how the studied lexemes are used in context and whether 

the combination of semantic dimensions (see Table 2.2) is useful in the categorisation 

of prototypical and non-prototypical uses of the lexeme. 

 
3.2.1 Rob 

A manual reading of each instance of rob in my corpus data made it possible to identify 

the semantic roles Agent, Patient (1), and Beneficiary for each match. However, since 

all three roles are not always present in every excerpt, the roles mentioned in this study 

are the ones that are explicit. It is important to note that constructions with negations 

and questions have not been taken into special consideration in the analysis. For reasons 

of space, only some of the prototypical and non-prototypical Agent, Patient (1) and 

Beneficiary are listed in Tables 3.6, 3.7 and 3.8. Figures in brackets indicate 

frequencies. The full list of sentences may be found in Appendix I (pp. 32-36).  
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Table 3.6 The Agent in prototypical and non-protypical uses of rob  

A G E N T
Prototypical uses of rob

Non-prototypical uses of rob

personal names, male (7)
pronouns
thieves (3)
thief (2)
killer (2)
a robber
gunmen
highwayman

a gang of youths
a prostitute
servants
a lawyer
bank clerk
Englishmen and Scottishmen
Koreans
Columbians

personal names, female (4)
personal names, male (4)
he
worshippers of the old way
a broken leg
a header
goalkeeper
injury
the 20-year-old Scot's break of 141
a canopy
a conspiracy
a discovery
any financial institution
a golf player
a good small holder
a heartless flirt
a terrible flood
an inscrutable fate

changes in the value of society
church
consumers
dawn
disclaimers
economic confederation between states
Evil One
fights
Frankie's birth
fridges, freezers and extractions fans
herbicides
his father's death
low prices
marine woodworms
price war
the government
the malign fate
the newly constructed railway

 
 

The data show that if someone has been robbed, it is common to leave out who it was 

that robbed them. When the Agent is mentioned it is prototypically a man and the noun 

used to describe him reflects the criminal act, for example thief, robber, and 

highwayman. There are also examples where the profession is used to describe the 

Agent, such as a prostitute, a lawyer, and servants. Nationalities, such as Koreans, 

Columbians, Englishmen and Scottishmen are also examples of Agents. In the non-

prototypical uses of rob, the Agent may be almost anything: people, natural forces, 

market forces, actions, organisations, events, etc. 
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Table 3.7 The Beneficiary in prototypical and non-protypical uses of rob  

 
 

The robbed person or place is prototypically a bank, a shopkeeper or 

something/someone related to a company. Banks and companies are examples of 

collective nouns or other terms associated with humans: the Possession is owned by the 

owners of the bank, bakery etc. This is seen as metonymy (INSTITUTION FOR PEOPLE) 

and is hence considered prototypical. Private persons are usually robbed in a public 

place, or at least not in their own homes. The people robbed are referred to by the role 

they occupy, either permanently or in a specific situation, for example Jews, post-boy, 

internees, occupants, tenants, and journalists. Places such as Madge’s house and flat, 

are also seen as prototypical since the Possessor is a human being and the place 

describes where the Possession is taken from. In the non-prototypical uses of rob, the 

Beneficiary is often a person, but it can also be an object, a place, an institution, abstract 

concepts, etc.  
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Table 3.8 The Patient in prototypical and non-protypical uses of rob  

 
 

In most cases of the prototypical uses of rob, the Patient is not mentioned. The context 

provides the reader/hearer with clues to what it is. When the Patient is not mentioned it 

is often money and valuable objects. Money is also at the top of the list in cases where 

the Patient is mentioned. For non-prototypical uses of rob, the Patient is mentioned in 

almost all examples. Since the main idea in the non-prototypical uses of rob is that 

something other than money is taken, the Patient may be anything from a concrete 

object that someone is deprived of to an abstract entity that someone deserves. The most 

common non-prototypical construction with rob is the scenario where something 

abstract is taken from a person or thing, for example:  

 
 (3)  Yet in one the father did not know what was going on, and was robbed of all dignity. 

 

3.2.2 Robber 

Table 3.9 gives a list of the words and expressions that modify the lexeme robber.  

 
Table 3.9 Words and expressions modifying robber 
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As can be seen in Table 3.9, apart from the definite and indefinite articles, the noun 

robber is primarily modified by armed and bank. Another example where the modifier 

gives information about the Patient is train robbers. The robber can also be modified by 

words such as professional and legendary. These two adjectives suggest that robber is 

something you are more or less permanently, almost as a profession.   

 
3.2.3 Robbery 

Some of the words and expressions used to modify the lexeme robbery are listed in 

Table 3.10. 

 
Table 3.10 Words and expressions modifying robbery 

 
 
Numerals, and the definite and indefinite articles aside, robbery and robberies are 

predominantly modified by armed and bank. The modifiers may for instance specify the 

Manner of the Action (armed), the Possessor (bank) or something like the degree of 

fulfilment/success/result (attempted). The various examples with attempt might reflect 

the fact that attempted robbery is a phrase used in the judicial system. Modifiers such as 

simple, major, daring, and ordinary suggest that there is a prototypical scenario for 

robbery. Sometimes a well-known robbery is referred to under its specific name, for 

example Cardiff robbery and the Great Train Robbery.  

 
3.2.4 Non-prototypical uses of rob 

In Table 2.2, the combinations of dimensions from a semantic analysis of each group 

have been summarised with pluses and minuses (cf. p 7). Together with swipe, shoplift, 

pilfer, purloin, filch, pinch, and lift, rob and steal belong to group eight. For the 

prototypical uses of these lexemes, the semantic dimensions are combined as illustrated: 
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In a specialised semantic analysis of the lexeme rob, the dimension Violence can be 

added. In a semantic analysis of the prototypical uses of rob, the dimensions have the 

following combination: 

 

     
 
Expressed in words, the important elements in prototypical constructions with rob are:  

The Possessor is a human being. 
The Possession is a concrete object. 
The Receiver is a human being. 
The Possession is transferred from the Possessor to the Receiver. (Direction) 
The Receiver is active. 
There is no mutual agreement on the transfer of the Possession. 
The Receiver is violent or threatens the Possessor.  
 
In non-prototypical uses of rob, these seven dimensions are combined differently from 

the prototypical combination. For reasons of space, only the more frequently occurring 

combinations in my corpus data are exemplified in this section. All the examples of 

non-prototypical uses of rob are found in Appendix I.  

 

 
(4) Although McMahon at first was an abrasive force in midfield, where United missed the steadying 
influence of the injured Robson, he began to lose possession and control in his first Manchester derby, 
and he was robbed of the ball by Sharpe and McClair. 
 

 
(5) Some years later I was at dinner with Brian Huggett and he got up and said, I shouldn't be talking to 
this man because he robbed me of the British Open.  
 

 
(6) Watching her, Trent recalled sailing towards what he had expected to be his death the previous 
morning on Golden Girl his sense of deprivation, of having been robbed of his right to a normal life. 
 

 
(7) Incognito, he worked as a ferryman and lived in Biddick boat-house for over twenty years, when a 
terrible flood robbed him of his possessions and his proof of identification. 
 

 
(8) The Evil One saw his chance and robbed them of their destiny. 
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(9) She'd robbed those stolen kisses of their delight, and if not ever in love, then why, what the hell had 
she meant? 
 

 
(10) This underlines perhaps the damage done to him by his father's death, which appears to have robbed 
him of the memory of many of the normal sensations. 
 

 
(11) If the sea is prevented from carrying some particular beach away, then another place, up the coast, 
may be robbed of its fresh supplies, and simply disappear. 
 

 
(12) Changes in the values of society, the status of illegitimates, and the advent of reliable birth-control 
devices robbed the institution of marriage of much of its regulatory quality in the area of sexual 
behaviour. 
 

 
(13) Technical problems apparently robbed the project of success. 
 
From this semantic analysis it is apparent that, whereas the prototypical uses of rob 

always have a dimension of Violence, none of the non-prototypical uses include an 

element of Violence. Furthermore, there is never mutual agreement on the transfer of 

Possession, regardless of whether it is a prototypical example or not. 

 
3.2.5 Steal 

There is not an Agent, a Patient, and a Beneficiary present in every excerpt with the 

lexeme steal. Agents and Patients mentioned in this essay are the explicit semantic roles 

present in the same sentence as the lexeme steal or in an adjacent sentence in the 

excerpt. The Beneficiary role is only identified in situations where it is specifically 

pointed out by means of the prepositions from or of in the same sentence as steal. In this 

section prototypical uses of steal are analysed, whereas fixed expressions and non-

prototypical uses are analysed in sections 3.2.6 and 3.2.8 respectively. For reasons of 

space, only some of the prototypical and non-prototypical Agent, Patient (1) and 

Beneficiary are listed in Tables 3.11, 3.12 and 3.13. Figures in brackets indicate 

frequencies.  
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Table 3.11 The Agent in prototypical uses of steal (For examples, see Appendix p 37.) 

 
 
In many of the prototypical constructions with steal, the Agent is a male. Examples 

such as a little boy, small boys, the eldest son, young men, handy man, ex-husband, 

uncle, and the old man all show that males of all ages are common as the Agent. Many 

of the terms used to describe the Agent are associated with immoral or illegal actions, 

for example thieves, burglars, robbers, bandits, official vandals, intruder, looters and 

dragsmen. If it is possible to categorise someone who steals as a member of a group, the 

membership is often used when someone refers to that person. Swedes, Poles, and the 

gypsies are examples of members of nations and ethnic groups. When it is of 

importance to the actual event of stealing, the profession is used to describe the Agent, 

for example scientists, prison director, sailors, and a servant.     
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Table 3.12 The Beneficiary in prototypical uses of steal (For examples, see Appendix p 37.) 

 
 
There is a wide mix of people whom the things have been stolen from. A few examples 

are neighbours, families, the citizens and retailers. When things are stolen from 

buildings, places and things, such as building sites, a shop, gardens and pockets, the 

constructions are considered prototypical as long as the one who owns the thing (the 

Possessor) is a human being (metonymy: BUILDINGS FOR PEOPLE). 
 
Table 3.13 The Patient in prototypical uses of steal (For examples, see Appendix p 37.) 
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(Table 3.13 continued)  

 
 
The major insight to be gained from Table 3.13 is that the stolen thing is something that 

belongs to another person. Three clear examples are the words property, possessions, 

and belongings. When the property is specified it is often money in one or another form. 

Cheques, cheque cards, credit cards, wallet, and purse are some of the examples related 

to money. Cars and other types of vehicles are also common as the Patient in 

constructions with steal. Words referring to food, animals, and children occur 

frequently. Valuable possessions are often the Patient in expressions with steal, for 

example religious icons, objets d’art, da Vinci drawing, and jewellery. In addition to the 

objects mentioned, it is evident that almost all kinds of movable property are used in 

constructions with steal, for example clothes, keys, guns, video, typewriter, and timber. 

 
3.2.6 Fixed expressions with the lexeme steal 

There are a number of fixed expressions with the lexeme steal that do not follow the 

same pattern as the prototypical use of steal. It is possible to distinguish at least ten 

fixed expressions in the data. In this section one sentence exemplifies each group and in 

Appendix II (pp. 38-40) all the fixed expressions with steal are listed. 

 
To move secretly and quietly so that other people do not notice you 
(14) Even though there was a sharp frost outside, couples could be seen stealing away from the dance and 
returning a half-hour or so later, always a little crestfallen until they had danced again, danced their way 
back into good cheer. 
 
Steal a glance/look (at somebody/something) 
(15) I stole a quick sidelong glance, and saw him turn his head at the same instant to look at me and give 
a faint smile. 
 
Steal somebody’s heart 
(16) She is an articulate, brave and exceptionally sweet-natured and compassionate woman, a nurse by 
training, who has stolen the hearts of the people of Soweto, where she lives, in a manner that the more 
queenly Winnie Mandela has not. 
 
Steal a kiss (from somebody) 
(17) She is a little playful, first accepting and then rejecting his advances, whilst he suggests there are 
stronger feelings behind his efforts to steal a kiss. 
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Steal a march (on somebody) 
(18) The Labour Party's advocacy of credit controls remains unconvincing, but by supporting negotiations 
to join ERM, it has stolen a march on the Conservatives. 
 
Steal the show 
(19) A large band played faultlessly behind the heroes, the hits just kept on coming, and Johnny Cash 
stole the show with some country harmonica on an encore of Orange Blossom Special that huffed and 
puffed like a steam engine on a frosty morning. 
 
Steal somebody’s thunder 
(20) By reinforcing your own dominance, you may well steal the thunder of the antagonists. 
 
Steal the limelight/spotlight 
(21) In 1953 he unveiled her at the Cannes film festival where she stole the limelight to such an extent 
that established stars could only get their pictures taken by posing with her. 
 
(22) Excellence at any price was the theme of the Geneva show, with the new Mercedes S-class and 
Bentley's Continental R leading the field in a no-holds-barred battle to steal the spotlight. 
 
Expressions with time 
(23) You could have stolen another few minutes, she said as if the evening had never happened. 
 
(24) Afterwards we had spent a few stolen days at the ski resort of Grindelwald, in the shadow of the 
Eiger North Face. 
 
Baseball 
(25) How will you stop Rickey Henderson stealing bases on you the way he did against Toronto, Roger 
Craig, the Giants' manager, is constantly asked. 
 
3.2.7 Thief 

Table 3.14 provides a list of some of the words and expressions that modify the lexeme 

thief.  

 
Table 3.14 Words and expressions modifying thief 

 
 

As shown in Table 3.14, thief is most commonly preceded by the definite and indefinite 

articles. Some set phrases around thief are also possible to find, for example casual 

thieves, petty thieves and a sneak thief. Modifiers such as expert, professional, real, 
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common, and natural indicate that the term thief is used for people who are thievish, 

even when the speaker has no specific instance in mind. 

 
3.2.8 Non-prototypical uses of steal 

The dimensions central to the semantic analysis of steal are the same as the ones used 

for the semantic analysis of Group 8 in Table 2.2. The dimensions and how they are 

combined are shown below: 

 
The Possessor is a human being. 
The Possession is a concrete object. 
The Receiver is a human being. 
The Possession is transferred from the Possessor to the Receiver. (Direction) 
The Receiver is active. 
There is no mutual agreement on the transfer of the Possession. 
 

  
 
These dimensions are combined differently in the non-prototypical uses of steal. For 

reasons of space, only the more frequently occurring combinations in my corpus data 

are exemplified in this section. All the examples of non-prototypical uses of steal are 

listed in Appendix II (pp. 41-44).  

 

 
(26) A horse may steal your jumper and then become panic-stricken because it is chasing him! 
 

 
(27) Throughout his performance, Mr Baker allowed a carefully oiled strand of hair to fall over his 
forehead, clearly an attempt to steal the crown from the famous golden locks which thrilled successive 
Tory conferences. 
 

 
(28) Despite their size, or perhaps because of it, many saguaros have been stolen from the desert to be 
sold, at huge prices, to ornament smart Californian gardens. 
 

 
(29) Since these could not be tasted while Iraq's oil revenues were low, Mr Hussein sought to raise his 
revenues by stealing Kuwait's. 
 



 28

 
(30) Even if these luxury saloons couldn't steal the Bentley R's crown, each has much to commend it. 
 

 
(31) It was infuriating to have let anger steal his tongue as it had. 
 

 
(32) When the Constituent Assembly was dissolved after the 1917 Revolution, and the Bolsheviks' Land 
Decree had stolen the main plank of the Socialist Revolutionaries' platform, Siberian and Black-Earth 
peasants alike failed to give any further support to their still loyal party, despite the fact that for a period 
an SR-dominated Directory prevailed in eastern Russia. 
 

Constructions with steal, prototypical or non-prototypical, are all alike in that there is no 

mutual agreement on the transfer of Possession. As long as there is no agreement 

between the participants, up to five of the remaining elements can differ from the 

prototypical configurations of roles in non-prototypical constructions with steal.  
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4. Summary and conclusion 
_________________________ 
 

The research area chosen for this essay was that of Possession and Transaction. The 

overall purpose of the paper was to give an introductory description of the Possession 

domain and to examine the dimensions central to Possession. To structure the 

differences between the words in the Possession domain, I made use of frame 

semantics. With the use of frame semantics, the Possession terms were categorised on 

the basis of a semantic analysis. The categorisation made it possible to find the 

dimensions central to Possession, and how they were combined differently for different 

categories in the domain.  

 

To make the scope of the study realistic, the two transaction lexemes rob and steal were 

analysed in detail. The dictionaries provided a rather consistent description of these two 

lexemes and the words derived from them. The lexemes rob, robber, and robbery 

convey the meaning that a person takes something illegally from a person or place by 

using or threatening to use violence, the thing is often money or property, and it belongs 

to another person. The essentials of steal and thief are that a person takes something 

from a person without permission, especially secretly, the thing is often movable, and it 

belongs to another person. In other words, the main difference is that steal is used when 

something is taken secretly from a person, whereas rob is used when something is taken 

violently from a person or place.   

 

To obtain a more detailed description of these two lexemes, corpus data were analysed 

to see how rob and steal are used in actual speech and writing. For rob, the data showed 

that prototypically the one who robs is a man, the robbed person is a bank and the thing 

robbed is often money or other valuable objects. In prototypical constructions with 

steal, the one who steals is a male, the stolen thing is something that belongs to another 

person and there is a wide mix of people whom it has been stolen from. 

 

The analysis of non-prototypical uses of rob revealed that whereas the prototypical uses 

of rob always have a dimension of Violence, none of the non-prototypical uses include 

an element of Violence. Furthermore, the analysis highlighted that regardless of whether 

it is a prototypical or non-prototypical instance of rob and steal, there is never mutual 

agreement on the transfer of Possession. In non-prototypical constructions with steal, up 



 30

to five of the remaining dimensions central to steal may differ from the prototypical 

configurations of roles. 

 

In conclusion, the actual usage patterns in speech and writing of the two transaction 

lexemes rob and steal are rather consistent with their dictionary definitions. However, 

the findings from the data corpus indicated that there is an extensive use of non-

prototypical constructions with rob and steal. It is possible to analyse these non-

prototypical instances with the categorisation derived from the dimensions central to the 

domain. For further research, this categorisation may therefore be interesting to apply in 

an analysis of metaphorical mapping where Possession is the source domain.      
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APPENDIX I 
 
Examples of prototypical uses of rob 

 
How could I rob Bella and her not know it was me, eh? 
 
Man used cucumber to rob building societies of 9,205 pounds 
 
There is a right and there is a left way in which to rob a bank. 
 
Neo-fascist orators play on fearful stereotypes of these outsiders: they all have Aids, they molest Japanese 
women, and they rob 24-hour grocery stores. 
 
I knew that if I tried to rob someone and got caught, I'd go to jail. 
 
Parson Darby, a gentleman of the cloth, would preach the paths of righteousness to his devoted flock by 
day, and rob London coaches by night. 
 
Typical are the films written by T. E. B. Clarke, such as Passport to Pimlico (1949), about a community 
whose discovery that it is an independent Burgundian principality enables the inhabitants to forget for a 
while the realities of post-war austerity, and The Lavender Hill Mob (1951), about a bank clerk who robs 
a bank. 
 
When a taxi driver is robbed by two wealthy women, he seeks revenge, outraged by the unjust crime and 
the refusal of the police to believe his story. 
 
Tor goes off to a cottage up the hill from the bay and comes back disconsolate, having been told to piss 
off by the occupants who were robbed last week and are not in any mood to offer the traditional 
Norwegian hospitality to a motley collection of bedraggled canoeists. 
 
If the owner of a watch is robbed of it by a thief, the owner's rights as rights remain intact; the thief 
acquires no right to the watch as against the owner. 
 
And he robbed Madge's house and smashed it up. 
 
Police piecing together the events of Tuesday night have discovered that the killer had robbed another 
couple a few minutes before. 
 
I tell you, some gringo in your carriage will be robbed. 
 
I tell him I am a writer and that I was robbed in Cuzco Airport and lost camera, films and all my writing, 
so I have come to a tranquil place to try to remember. 
 
Backless Hill, to the north of the loch, was the eighteenth-century lair of a Caithness Robin Hood, said to 
have robbed the rich and given to the poor. 
 
It says 'ere, said Albert, that that fellow as robbed the bank yesterday got away with twenty thousand. 
 
When the Soviet sent the militia to the colony in order to accuse the inmates of robbing peasants, 
Makarenko sent even it packing. 
 
I remember being surprised that he was robbing us said the woman victim. 
 
One such was the 27-year-old Keith Littlejohn, who had spent time in Borstal after robbing an elderly 
shopkeeper. 
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All the non-prototypical uses of rob 
 
The laird robs his tenants… 
 
Although McMahon at first was an abrasive force in midfield, where United missed the steadying 
influence of the injured Robson, he began to lose possession and control in his first Manchester derby, 
and he was robbed of the ball by Sharpe and McClair.  
 
Jodie Cooper from Australia told me that she had been out at Haleiwa when Johnny Boy got it into his 
head that she had robbed him of his wave. 
 
Pregnant women who take too much exercise could be robbing their babies of essential nutrients. 
 
…certain people tried to convince Ali that he had been robbed and that a fourth title was still possible.  
 
Some years later I was at dinner with Brian Huggett and he got up and said, I shouldn't be talking to this 
man because he robbed me of the British Open.  
 
I thought we were going to be robbed of the Open. 
 
Charles I made her this out of guilt at the wrong done to her husband, Robert Dudley, son of Elizabeth I's 
Earl of Leicester, whom a conspiracy had robbed of legitimacy and titles. 
 
I say to any pensioner in this hall or watching on the television, you have personally been robbed of over 
£2,000. 
 
Crimes specified were robbing churches, burning instead of burying the dead. 
 
Even the uncompleted temple of Olympian Zeus was robbed of some columns, taken for the temple of 
Capitoline Jupiter at Rome. 
 
Disclaimers may also be used by referees and others to rob you of a claim for damages. 
 
Comin Thro the Rye  (1922), for example, exploits the beauties of the English countryside and constructs 
an allegorical subtext out of the changing seasons, but the narrative approach dilutes the dramatic 
potential inherent in its tale of a simple girl robbed of her true love by a heartless flirt, the sort of woman 
who is very useful for amusing men on rainy days. 
 
I wanted to get back to myself and to my own work, to all that he had robbed me of - even my own name. 
 
The Warden had robbed her of her rightful position of importance in the drama, but at least she could 
make herself feel better by taking this girl down a peg or two. 
 
Yet in one the father did not know what was going on, and was robbed of all dignity. 
 
Elisabeth was reminded of Anna and Charlotte who, on entering a room together, robbed all other women 
of their existence by their radiance. 
 
Watching her, Trent recalled sailing towards what he had expected to be his death the previous morning 
on Golden Girl his sense of deprivation, of having been robbed of his right to a normal life. 
 
Incognito, he worked as a ferryman and lived in Biddick boat-house for over twenty years, when a terrible 
flood robbed him of his possessions and his proof of identification. 
 
The 20-year-old Scot's break of 141 robbed Andrew Cairns, a first-season professional from Blackpool, 
of the £2,000 break prize for the pre-televised phase. 
 
Price war robs pollsters of election gold    
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Toni Schumacher, the former German international goalkeeper who arguably robbed France of a World 
Cup final place, ended his career with a testimonial in Cologne last night. 
 
Otherwise it will rob other facilities - or grants.  
 
It is now, however, less abundant in intensively farmed countryside because herbicides have robbed it of 
weed seeds to eat, and the old farm buildings and ancient hollow trees where it nested have frequently 
disappeared. 
 
Mrs Robinson, who a few months before had been the mother of a happy and united family, found herself 
alone in the world; an inscrutable fate had robbed her of the children who might have consoled her 
widowhood. 
 
I cannot understand how any financial institution can rob two small children of their rights, when all we 
did was follow the Abbey National's advice all along.  
 
The avoidance of fixed form demonstrates what Tony Tanner has identified as a dream and its 
corresponding fear: there is an abiding dream in American literature that an unpatterned, unconditioned 
life is possible there is also an abiding American dread that someone else is patterning your life, that there 
are all sorts of invisible plots afoot to rob you of your autonomy of thought and action.  
 
Much of what we have just talked about may seem far beyond our reach or experience yet, but it comforts 
us to believe that no exigency of life can ever rob the believer of accepting its transcendence as well as its 
immanence.  
 
But inevitably it robs women of their strength and power and cramps their personality.  
 
Giant's pub deal robs tenants of guest beer rights     
 
The Evil One saw his chance and robbed them of their destiny. 
 
Of course it matters if people are deliberately robbed of the means of judgment by suppression of facts 
which, in any other situation, would be regarded as necessary to make sense of what had taken place. 
 
And if the State denies us that right of individual choice then, although it might shower us with gifts, it is 
robbing us of our deepest, profoundest freedom, that upon which all other freedoms depend, and so the 
State, any State, which denies God's ultimate gift must be opposed. 
 
But this would also rob Mr Rafsanjani of the useful excuse that the country's economic problems are 
caused in part by obstruction from the radicals.  
 
The vote robs Mr Kenneth Clarke, the Health Secretary, of the chance to impose the offer, also rejected 
by the five TUC unions. 
 
Just on half-time, a long ball from Milne put him through within excellent shooting distance of Thomson, 
but McCart's late intervention robbed him of the golden chance to break the deadlock. (soccer) 
 
At first, it seemed that the antics of marine woodworms in the piling of Barmouth's 115 span timber 
bridge would rob the Cambrian coast of its railway, but BR surprisingly stumped up £500,000 for short-
term repairs, and, after a seven-month closure, the line was back in business.  
 
Cereal-growing or hay- and silage-making in the same field year after year will obviously rob that field of 
humus and structure, especially if heavy-yielding crops are grown with chemical fertilizers.  
 
She had dabbed powder over her lipstick to rob it of its bright crimson lustre, and she had forgotten the 
little pink patches of rouge that gave her cheeks their rosy healthy glow.  
 
He robs play of its illusion…     
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She'd robbed those stolen kisses of their delight, and if not ever in love, then why, what the hell had she 
meant? 
 
The preference is for things so young - like baby chickens with infant vegetables that they have barely 
had an independent existence we might have to acknowledge robbing them of. 
 
A powerful 25-yard shot by Brown gave Bolton a justly deserved lead but Shearer's fine header robbed 
them of it almost immediately. 
 
Christian growth and education has often been seen as a job for the church, which has robbed the home of 
its crucial importance for its shaping of Christian character. 
 
How could Mrs Hollidaye consider allowing Dot to return to that unsafe place where the air robbed your 
cheeks of their roses… 
 
Last Sunday I sat in a cold room with my daughter, the two of us reviling the malign fate which had 
robbed us of Voyage to the Bottom of the Sea, our weekly TV fix. 
 
And there is one particularly prescient episode, where a group of weavers attacks his house under the 
impression that he has invented a steam loom that will rob them of their livelihood.  
 
This underlines perhaps the damage done to him by his father's death, which appears to have robbed him 
of the memory of many of the normal sensations. 
 
They'd seemed robbed of speech by the force of the blast. 
 
All that vast enlargement of educational opportunity which has happened in the century since then and 
continues to accelerate has not robbed their vision of its truth nor their example of its value. 
 
…if only Frankie's birth had not robbed her of the life of glamour and excitement she deserved. 
 
I remember the English critic Philip Hope-Wallace saying that her Lucia with you in Berlin in 1955 
robbed him of sleep for a week. 
 
His present celebrity is a fairly recent phenomenon, and he insists that it has not really affected him, 
although he acknowledges that his appearances on television shows and in magazine profiles have 
somewhat robbed him of the anonymity which still clings to his invisible friend, Cartier-Bresson. 
 
Adrian Maguire's injury robs the young Irishman of the chance of a rare double, and the prospects of Cool 
Ground, now to be ridden by Martin Lynch, may not be quite as obvious as the ground dries.  
 
That war robbed him of the prime of his career, when he was the best player in the world. 
 
Besides Andy Adams, robbed by a broken leg of the winning ride on Party Politics, three other jockeys 
Anthony Tory (Docklands Express), Adrian Maguire (Cool Ground) and Mark Perrett (Rubika) were 
painfully put out of action on the first two days.  
 
If the sea is prevented from carrying some particular beach away, then another place, up the coast, may be 
robbed of its fresh supplies, and simply disappear. 
 
What is more, a good smallholder, in his own interest, will develop a system of husbandry that can be 
sustained indefinitely without robbing the soil.  
 
Another old argument is that manly sports help to keep people fit to fight for the Crown if necessary, 
whereas fights which involve maiming rob the Crown of able-bodied men for the armed forces.  
 
Indeed, this boy's early death from tuberculosis in 1828, one month before his 26th birthday, robbed the 
British school of painting of its most naturally gifted genius since Turner. 
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…the Arun Navigation Company erected a substantial brick-built warehouse on the Newbridge site and 
this wharf quickly became a busy centre for the collection and conveyance of agricultural produce from 
the Billingshurst area until competition from the newly constructed railway robbed the canal of most of 
its traffic in the late 1860s. 
 
The sun was so bright, so insistent, it robbed the grass of colour. 
 
It fears, and when it does not fear, it despises, non-conformity; and if non-conformity must be allowed its 
say, it will gently rob it of all anger and all laughter, of all passion and all heartache, until it lacks both 
pith and point. 
 
It shares many features with other stories found among many peoples: a spirit or evil demon makes a 
sudden attack on a traveller at night; the traveller is quite unprepared, and the demon means to kill him; 
nevertheless, in the life and death struggle that ensues the traveller manages to get the upper hand, and 
before the dawn comes and robs the demon of its power, he extorts from it something of its supernatural 
strength. 
 
Instead one has delicatessens which are more brightly lit and infinitely more hygienic than the small 
corner shops I have known, but with their fridges and freezers and extraction fans they have tamed their 
wares and robbed them of their pungency. 
 
By this means, the peaceful penetration of foreign markets, a state that possessed all the outward political 
attributes of independence and power might nevertheless be robbed of the internal, material, politico-
economic bases of such independence and power. 
 
Changes in the values of society, the status of illegitimates, and the advent of reliable birth-control 
devices robbed the institution of marriage of much of its regulatory quality in the area of sexual 
behaviour. 
 
Rejection of the latest offer by the association would rob the Government of the legimitacy (sic) to be 
gained from imposing an agreed deal on the other five unions.  
 
The EC and the USA both dump their subsidised food on world markets at artificially low prices which 
robs developing countries of any outlet for their own surplus foodstuffs, as they cannot compete against 
the industrial world's $126 billion of annual subsidies.   
 
They formed a canopy that robbed the area of light. 
 
That might not rob the thoughts of value.  
 
This specificity and complexity often robs general discussions of nationalism of much sense. 
 
However, this limited definition robs intimacy of all its power and richness.   
 
Still, although many would argue that the exterior changes have robbed the Polo of its identity and turned 
it into yet another Eurobland shopping car, at least it no longer looks dated. 
 
Technical problems apparently robbed the project of success. 
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APPENDIX II 
 
Examples of prototypical uses of steal 
I didn't steal your money, you stupid bitch, you must have put it in the wrong apron. 
 
In the main, however, policing continues to be publicly concerned to prevent and detect individual 
attempts to steal the property of the citizen and it suits the police's purpose for their community role to be 
well broadcast, for on those rare occasions when they have expanded their controls to include the 
activities of the middle classes, they have found themselves on less certain ground. 
 
While this contributes to crime prevention, especially with respect to joy-riders who steal and drive cars 
at speed at might (which requires neighbourhood men in West Belfast to work might duty), it has none of 
the wider community service functions evident in Easton. 
 
Often they're made to pay for their release and so must steal to get this money, said Mr Santos. 
 
Ger Van Vliet, a Dutch botanist who heads the EC scientific working group on Cites, says wild orchids 
are easy to steal: I could walk into a forest in Sabah (Borneo) and take away the last remaining specimens 
of a rare species in one suitcase. 
 
Next day, as soon as I'd finished giving a police statement about a drug addict who had threatened me and 
attempted to steal syringes and prescriptions, I went to see her in hospital. 
 
They were rumoured to wait until dark and them to cross into the white suburb and steal wallets from 
trousers draped across bedroom chairs while their white owners slept. 
 
Like looters after a big raid who tried to steal the mangled possessions of shattered houses. 
 
It is said that the prison director steals the fuel to warm his own house in Meknes. 
 
In The Soldier's Return (1902), a returning warrior rescues his mother from the workhouse, while the 
demobbed soldier of A  Reservist before the War and after the War (1902) steals a loaf of bread in order 
to supply the needs of his destitute wife and children. 
 
Yet such lack of judgement does not justify the thief who breaks into the car and steals the radio or the 
hooligan who takes off on a joy ride. 
 
In pursuit of these, Mopsus proposes marriage to a fine lady and is beaten by her servants; he steals his 
father's rent money and sets out for London where he is robbed by a prostitute and thrown into gaol; his 
father sends more money which he uses to bribe the gaoler; he is tricked into marrying an aristocrat's 
mistress who promptly gives birth; the woman leaves and the baby dies; the prodigal returns to his father. 
 
Thieves broke into 17 King Street, the home of Mr and Mrs Arnold Haggerty, on Tuesday night, and stole 
a hair-drier worth £3.50 and a tin of tongue. 
 
An armed man yesterday hijacked a security van and stole £400,000 after his woman accomplice drove 
their car into the back of the Group 4 van in central London, police said. 
 
They stole one of my kidneys. 
 
However, having carelessly left the shed unlocked, our mower and strimmer were stolen and, as we are 
both getting on a bit, we decided we would take up the lawn and put down gravel instead. 
 
Then I took off my little gold earrings and felt in the folds of my dress for all the money I'd saved or 
stolen from my brother's pockets over the years, and placed both the money and earrings in the palm of 
her hand, forcing her fingers shut around them. 
 
If you see someone attempting or actually stealing a vehicle, or see someone acting suspiciously near 
vehicles - ring the police immediately. 
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Fixed expressions with steal 
Even though there was a sharp frost outside, couples could be seen stealing away from the dance and 
returning a half-hour or so later, always a little crestfallen until they had danced again, danced their way 
back into good cheer. 
 
Just then Michael's wife and a teenage person stole quietly into the shop from the rear and began working 
on the lettering of a Fiddler of Dooney carving. 
 
He got up and stole across the grass. 
 
The violence Moran had turned on her she chose to ignore, to let her own resentment drop and to join the 
girls as they stole about so that their presences would never challenge his. 
 
Disgusted  Strephon  stole away 
 
All but a handful of the 18,298 crowd stayed in their places but their growing frustration reached fever 
pitch in the 88th minute when Adams stole in unmarked at the far post to volley home Le Tissier's 
inviting cross. 
 
Tonight, this night of March 25, with the Andante of Schubert's A Major Sonata stealing out into the 
night, I swear all I have of passion, all I have of love, I will pour into a message of faith as I carve. 
 
Slowly, hesitantly, Fritz's hand moved forward and slowly, hesitantly Erika's hand stole forward too and 
touched it. 
 
In these two species the parasite queen, all alone, steals into the nest of another ant species. 
 
The day flew by so quickly that I hardly noticed evening stealing in on crimson wings. 
 
The English millionaire folded his singed tents and stole away the insurance money, which didn't belong 
to him since I had nationalized the paper well before the fire was out. 
 
He wanted to feel warmed through to his spine, to have the comfort steal into him like strong ale 
 
I stole a quick sidelong glance, and saw him turn his head at the same instant to look at me and give a 
faint smile. 
 
He stole a furtive glance at Sweetheart. 
 
Mrs Bailey stole a glance at her husband. 
 
Stealing a furtive glance into the mirror, Frankie was shocked to see another face, another pair of eyes in 
the glass. 
 
Richard Pitman stole a quick look round to assess the closeness of his nearest pursuer - at least twenty 
lengths - and shortened the reins to keep Crisp together for the final draining half mile. (horse racing) 
 
Dionne went for the outlaw type, or so she said, then mothered and civilised them until they were 
unrecognisable, and when her dream of civilised and raunchy equality went out the slammed door, there 
she was alone again, smoking a little more than usual, drinking a little more than necessary and swearing 
herself to celibacy until the next sulky brow slouched into view and stole her hopeful heart away. 
 
She is an articulate, brave and exceptionally sweet-natured and compassionate woman, a nurse by 
training, who has stolen the hearts of the people of Soweto, where she lives, in a manner that the more 
queenly Winnie Mandela has not. 
 
She is a little playful, first accepting and then rejecting his advances, whilst he suggests there are stronger 
feelings behind his efforts to steal a kiss. 
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Each time they arrive at a pose, Colas somehow steals the expected kiss or holds Lise in the proper 
climax as Alain strikes what he believes to be the proper pose. 
 
Graham and I had risen early, thinking to creep out and leave our host in peace, but he was a difficult man 
to steal a march on. 
 
Liffe is also likely to steal a march on Globex. (exchange systems, competitors) 
 
As well as German banks, British, French and Italian ones could steal a march on American and Japanese 
rivals in what could be a huge East European market. 
 
The Labour Party's advocacy of credit controls remains unconvincing, but by supporting negotiations to 
join ERM, it has stolen a march on the Conservatives. 
 
Labour showed some chagrin that the Tories had stolen a march on them by ending conscription, but even 
Aneurin Bevan, the shadow Foreign Secretary and a unilateralist at heart, accepted the need for the 
British nuclear deterrent, making his famous remark that to abandon it would send a British Foreign 
Secretary, whoever he may be, naked to the conference table. 
 
Other Tory MPs admit privately that an elected authority for London makes sense; they fear Mr Kinnock 
has stolen a march on them. 
 
On the same day, Gloucester stole a march by beating the champions, Bath, at Kingsholm in a fierce 
encounter during which another England prop, Bath's Gareth Chilcott, was sent off for punching. 
 
Wales has stolen a march on England. 
 
Baseball: Henderson steals show to leave Toronto in tatters 
 
Steve Martin's manically over-conscientious dad steals the show, whether the news that his small, 
diffident young son needs psychiatric help or chewing the pitch as his offspring fumbles at baseball, and 
entertaining at a kids' party as an unconvincing cowboy. 
 
Lindsey Ahmet (far left) and Natalie Stirrup (left) both 3&frac12, stole the show! (clothes) 
 
She met Andy while working on a production of Carmen at Sky Television, and at their wedding, her two 
outfits stole the show. 
 
A large band played faultlessly behind the heroes, the hits just kept on coming, and Johnny Cash stole the 
show with some country harmonica on an encore of Orange Blossom Special that huffed and puffed like a 
steam engine on a frosty morning. 
 
When it came to grabbing the headlines, it was regularly the opposition that stole the show. 
 
He stole the show and became the epitome of the American anti-hero, the spit-in-your-eye champion of 
counter-culture whose irreverence captivated and finally liberated his audiences from the time warp in 
which they had been trapped since Montgomery Clift, Marlon Brando and James Dean began it in a rather 
less volatile manner in the early Fifties. 
 
My money's on Alastair Miles, currently stealing the show as Raimondo in WNO's Lucia. 
 
But Mr Kaifu is in no mood to let anyone steal his thunder. 
 
She concluded her performance - and rather stole M&aacute;rquez’ thunder- with a moving, powerful 
Elegy for a Nuclear Physicist. 
 
Mr Clarke unknowingly stole the thunder of Douglas Hurd, the Home Secretary, who had been intending 
to make a veiled public appeal for more cash for the police services in the law and order debate. 
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Stealing the thunder of Islamic fundamentalist and leftwing MPs, he promised sweeping measures to curb 
official graft, saying top public servants would have to declare their wealth. 
 
By reinforcing your own dominance, you may well steal the thunder of the antagonists. 
 
Racing: Cumani to steal the Thunder 
 
He scored his first senior hat-trick and stole the thunder of Ian Wright, who was anxious - too anxious, 
said Mr Graham - to impress against his former team-mates. 
 
But as Navratiloa, although looking somewhat shaky, recovered to win the next two sets 6-3, 
 6-4, to complete the victory over Spain, there was no stealing Evert's thunder. 
 
Surprise announcement of Bentley Continental (top) stole thunder from Giugiaro's striking V12 Nazca 
 
There is always someone who wants to steal the limelight, Waterman said after the concert. 
 
In 1953 he unveiled her at the Cannes film festival where she stole the limelight to such an extent that 
established stars could only get their pictures taken by posing with her.  
 
Proud though he was of his wife, Charles could not help noticing she was stealing the limelight.  
 
Machinery to help hill farmers stole the limelight at the Royal welsh Show - we announce the medal 
winners. 
 
Excellence at any price was the theme of the Geneva show, with the new Mercedes S-class and Bentley's 
Continental R leading the field in a no-holds-barred battle to steal the spotlight. 
 
This kind of bravura performance is only legitimate if the context and music allow the dancer to steal a 
little time. 
 
You could have stolen another few minutes, she said as if the evening had never happened. 
 
I never stole a happy hour around here - but the whole effect of the song, the way your murmured reveries 
drift in and out of Vini's entranced playing, just makes the whole time and place seem magical, 
otherworldly, and incredibly precious. 
 
But the books which he took from the shelves in those stolen hours in the school library were history and 
biography and political science. 
 
Afterwards we had spent a few stolen days at the ski resort of Grindelwald, in the shadow of the Eiger 
North Face. 
 
In  As It Was  Helen  has left her own warm-hearted account of the tiny honeymoon she and Edward stole 
and spent in the cottage of his old gamekeeper friend Dad and his wife Granny. 
 
Then Saunders stole twice from Mike Landell, Vaughan sank four free throws and Sunderland had nicked 
the points. 
 
Henderson, traded this season from the New York Yankees, stole a post-season record four bases (in one 
game) and scored two runs. 
 
How will you stop Rickey Henderson stealing bases on you the way he did against Toronto, Roger Craig, 
the Giants' manager, is constantly asked. 
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All the non-prototypical uses of steal 
He'd swear of course that he'd never again steal me from my proper duties with the children. 
 
This was the avenging angel who would steal her lover away from her.  
 
And now the haoles were stealing their waves. 
 
When Hollywood sees her luminescent qualities, they will steal her forever. 
 
Reports published by the Japanese Fisheries Agency (a government organisation) between 1968 and 1971 
blamed dolphins for damaging fishing gear, stealing hooked fish from fishermen's lines, dispersing fish 
schools and causing fish to stop feeding. 
 
The boto has also reportedly become adept at stealing fish from this type of net, and may cause 
considerable damage to the fishing gear in the process. 
 
Although many bad habits are formed in horses due to anxiety, occasionally bad habits develop in horses 
where they receive some tangible reward for their actions, like avoiding work or stealing food. 
 
She fell in love with Nutmeg, our Norfolk terrier, who spent most of the day stealing food from the film's 
canteen. 
 
Studies at King's College School of Medicine show that even a short period of hard pedalling on an 
exercise bike diverts blood flow from the uterus to the legs, stealing oxygen from the foetus. 
 
A horse may steal your jumper and then become panic-stricken because it is chasing him! 
 
The laird robs his tenants and his hens steal the harvest. 
 
Several vultures try to steal bits of flesh from the boy. 
 
But in the night, puss stole my cream. 
 
His trained pet poodle who had been sent to Europe to reconnoitre the scene and steal Mark's clothes. 
 
Throughout his performance, Mr Baker allowed a carefully oiled strand of hair to fall over his forehead, 
clearly an attempt to steal the crown from the famous golden locks which thrilled successive Tory 
conferences. 
 
The Tories did come near to letting Neil Kinnock steal the election from us, but if the party either blames 
it all on Chris Patten or just forgets the matter as a bad dream, it would not deserve to win next time. 
 
Bob Tway chipped-in out of a bunker to steal the 1986 US PGA Championship from Norman; Larry 
Mize repeated the chipping in feat, this time from off the fairway, a year later in the US Masters. 
 
It is the way Biggs fights and he can be expected to steal the early rounds. 
 
Back in the early 1970s the KGB was busy stealing the secrets of the IBM 360/S and 370/S computers. 
 
The question of stealing designs from car manufacturers, which is how this proposal arises, hardly occurs 
nowadays - they steal from each other too much. 
 
I'm stealing everything I can!  
 
From the line-out 10 yards from the line, Withey stole Bridgend's throw-in, and his colleagues drove him 
over, Jones converting from the touchline. (rugby) 
 
Only a fine cover tackle from Apsee stopped Harries from scoring after clever play by Withey, George 
and Waters, but from the ensuing line-out Withey stole Bridgend's throw and drove over, Jones 
converting splendidly from the touchline. (rugby) 
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They stole it from us, said Dorset captain Doug Pratt, who added generously: but they deserved it. (golf) 
 
Jacob was able to return the blessing he stole. 
 
Black leaders in turn need to recognise that such measures will do far more to help poor blacks than any 
amount of affirmative action, reparation, calls for black separation, or courses designed to teach that 
Socrates stole his ideas from ancient black Egyptians. 
 
The 1980s was the decade when the sleeping giants of the High Street banks tried to wake up to 
customers' needs before competitors stole accounts from under their noses. 
 
One story told against the KGB is that it tried to steal the design secrets of the Anglo-French supersonic 
aircraft Concorde. 
 
I steal most of my ideas for style directly from the Perry Boys of Salford. 
 
Young songwriters are often worried about record companies and other artists stealing their songs. 
 
In chapter 27, when Jacob steals his blessing, the writer goes to great lengths, as we have indicated 
already, to evoke our sympathy for Esau, and to help us share his anguish. 
 
Amplification stolen. 
 
Earlier we might have said his conduct and manner of speech were appropriate for one who wished to 
renounce the status he had stolen, and show his recognition of Esau's authority as the elder son. 
 
I had wanted to spend some time with the Infierno people themselves; but, caught between two worlds, 
they had a very understandable fear of their traditional knowledge being stolen, and did not open up the 
project to outsiders without good reason. 
 
The motto refers to a dynastic permanence; but it could be stolen for this novel, where a now and always 
is on show. 
 
Even the possibility of this birthright had been stolen from him, though not by these Latinos. 
 
He launched his campaign on Saturday with a promise to protect the public sector and to jail those caught 
stealing from the state. 
 
Bogus aristocrat Rosemary Aberdour was back at the Old Bailey yesterday in danger of having her 
sentence for stealing £2.7 million from a hospital charity increased. 
 
One night a thief broke into the church to steal jewels from the Madonna on the High Altar. 
 
Despite their size, or perhaps because of it, many saguaros have been stolen from the desert to be sold, at 
huge prices, to ornament smart Californian gardens. 
 
It's someone stealing your dream away. 
 
Berger then decided to wait until the scheduled pit stops in the hope that the Ferrari could steal an 
advantage over the McLaren mechanics. 
 
It is known to pick up tortoises, birds eggs and carrion, which may be stolen from other predators. 
 
Perhaps John Major, already well into the habit of stealing Labour's clothes, will come up with the right 
formula. 
 
It was billed as the Ian Wright Show, but the Arsenal striker had to settle for a supporting role as Paul 
Merson stole the top honours, writes Paul Newman. 
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Since these could not be tasted while Iraq's oil revenues were low, Mr Hussein sought to raise his 
revenues by stealing Kuwait's. 
 
Meanwhile, the cash-in merchants are hard at work, creating crap T-shirts with Old Skool printed on the 
front, stealing the logos of the big names of the Seventies like Puma and trying to re-create clothing from 
old photos. 
 
But let the greater villain loose Who steals the Common from the goose. 
 
Now the Beaconsfield trio finally release a follow-up on the Creation label - Philly, which has a few 
string sounds that may have been influenced by (or stolen from) old Philadelphia International disco 
classics, but which otherwise is a solid gold indie dance tune. 
When the Vladikavkazskaia line stole the only shunting locomotive from Mozdok station, camels and 
bullocks were harnessed to trucks which had to be moved. 
 
An impudent, illogical backheel by Clodoaldo inside his own half, for instance, allowed Boninsegna to 
steal an Italian equaliser before Gerson's wonderful goal restored Brazil's lead and Pele and Carlos 
Alberto completed a triumph which said everything about the samba approach to football. 
 
Local authorities can spoil or block what a government is trying to do, or they can steal its credit. 
 
Even so, there was no avoiding the fact that the S-class completely overshadowed BMW's somewhat 
unconvincing attempts to steal some glory from the newcomer by adding some of its technical highlights 
- double glazing, self-shutting doors and parking proximity sensors - to its 750iL's options list. 
 
Even if these luxury saloons couldn't steal the Bentley R's crown, each has much to commend it. 
 
Labour may have stolen England's emblem, but its policies don't smell of roses. 
 
Now that Mr Major has won his own mandate, it is important to understand that, though the Conservative 
Party has sometimes been successful because it has stolen the Labour Party's clothes, this is not the reason 
for its success on this occasion. 
 
This Leftist Unity party may steal enough votes from the ruling Socialists in the 29 October elections to 
threaten the comfortable majority predicted for Mr Gonzalez's party, which seeks its third term in office. 
 
The recession has allowed smaller, light footed direct-marketing companies like Dell and Elonex to steal 
market share and brand loyalty from overpriced IBM and Compaq. 
 
But last March AMD stole a tenth of this market within months of launching its version of the 386, and 
now claims almost a third. 
 
I have no rational ground for going back on the arguments that convinced me of God's existence: but the 
irrational deadweight of my old sceptical habits, and the spirit of the age, and the cares of the day, steal 
away all my lively feeling of the truth, and often when I pray I wonder if I am not posting letters to a non-
existent address. 
 
Team Costa Rica were openly demoralised and reduced to tears by their disqualification and Cafe Britt 
had any chance of success stolen from them with the retirement of an injured team member. 
 
It was infuriating to have let anger steal his tongue as it had. 
 
When the Constituent Assembly was dissolved after the 1917 Revolution, and the Bolsheviks' Land 
Decree had stolen the main plank of the Socialist Revolutionaries' platform, Siberian and Black-Earth 
peasants alike failed to give any further support to their still loyal party, despite the fact that for a period 
an SR-dominated Directory prevailed in eastern Russia. 
 
The understated 500E Mercedes saloon stole production car honours at Paris, that is if you believe the 
Porsche - which will build the car - definition of production: 12 cars a day, 2400 a year. 
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Hockey: Ealing steal up to top 
 
Soccer: Wolves steal late winner  
 
Sorry, how Portugal stole the match. 
 
Then jagged peaks came out of cloud-filled valleys to steal all colouring from the sky and day flooded the 
glacier ahead, painting it with a palette of new-formed pastel shades. 
 
Rough Trade thought that recent press attention for James plus a brilliant performance on Whistle Test 
was stealing a little too much away from the headline act. 
 
His was a rolling, jabbing prose, with an undertow of weariness; the best stuff on the subject somehow 
steals the speeds of the sport. (boxing) 
 




