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Text*: Healthcare organizations, that provide critical social functions are resource-intensive and leave a 
large environmental footprint. Risks and costs are the usual drivers of procurement in healthcare, but the 
industry is also pressured to becoming more sustainable and start the transition to a circular economy. 
Circular procurement has the potential to stimulate such a transition  by demanding goods and services that 
have a positive impact on the economy, solve social problems and contribute to regenerating the 
environment  (Kane, Bakker and Balkenende, 2018). The Swedish government has established strategies 
for the transition to a circular economy and the public sector has a critical role to play (Regeringskansliet, 
2020). The National Agency for Public Procurement  has provided guidance on the role of circular models 
in procurement and of different stages in such processes (Upphandlingsmyndigheten, 2022). Additionally, 
the County councils, which deliver healthcare services across Sweden, have together formed criteria for 
products, insisting that they are produced responsibly, decreasing their impact throughout their lifecycles. 
 
The current study, based on interviews from both the demand side and the supply side, provides 
perspectives which allow us to identify that procurement processes are not designed for harnessing the 
advantages of circular models. Accountability throughout the value chain, safety, regulatory control, and 
standardization are particularly critical areas. In this study we show that there are signs of an untapped 
potential for advancing the circular transition in the healthcare industry by engaging with local, high-tech 
SME’s.   
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