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A screenshot of Jugaadopolis, a social innovation initiative engaging the youth in mapping 
the tangible and intangible heritage of India. A virtual workshop in May 2021 included a 
peer group discussion with young industrial heritage professionals and a mapping exer- 
cise pinning sites, both tangible and intangible, on the map. See page 7. 

 
 

TICCIH 2022, MONTREAL, CANADA 

Lucie K. Morisset, Canada Research Chair in Urban Heritage 
 

Dear TICCIH members and participants of the Montreal TICCIH Congress 
 

A few words about our Montreal Congress, now, as you know,TICCIH 2022. 
After experiencing a wide range of problems of all kinds, including a few 
COVID attacks, the dark omens of some of our funders dealing with the 
global drop in tourism revenues, and the mysterious disappearance of emails 
that had been sent to nearly 200 authors (all of which are being redirected 
these days), we are now on the road that, in a little over a year, will bring us 
together with all of you. To tell you how much we are looking forward to 
welcoming you is not enough to express our joy! 

 
Thanks to the partnerships we were able to maintain during the pandemic 
and those we are working to renew, we are confident that we will be able 
to offer a stimulating conference, rich in ideas, exchanges, discoveries, and 
new experiences of industrial heritage, both in the context of the papers and 
workshops that will be presented to you and through activities and visits in 
as many different formats as possible. 

 
We intend to launch a final call for papers in a few weeks, for those of you who 
were still hesitating or who did not have the time to respond to the previous 
ones...We are currently compiling the complete texts of the papers, in view of 
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the preparation of the conference proceedings, and will finalize in the 
next few months, thanks to the collaboration of the workshop orga- 
nizers, the structuring of the workshops.You can follow our progress 
and start planning your stay by following this link. All abstracts and 
preliminary papers will be published there, as well as the schedule and 
the information on participants.This is also where you will be able to 
complete registration, which we hope to open during the fall. 

Do not hesitate to write to us if you have any questions! It is here: 
ticcih2022@uqam.ca 

 
Lucie, Myriam and the organizing committee of Montreal TICCIH 
2022 Congress 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Opinions expressed in the Bulletin are the authors’, and do 
not necessarily reflect those of TICCIH. Photographs are the 
authors’ unless stated otherwise. 
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TICCIH is the world organization on Industrial Heritage, 
promoting its research, recording, conservation and dis- 
semination and education on industrial heritage. It holds a 
triennial conference and organises interim conferences on 
particular themes. Individual membership levels range from 
$10 to $40 (USD), corporate membership is $65, and stu- 
dent membership levels range from $5 to $10. 

 
There is an online membership form on www.ticcih.org 

 
The TICCIH Bulletin welcomes news, comment and 
(shortish) articles from anyone who has something they want 
to say related to our field.The Bulletin is the only international 
newsletter dedicated to industrial archaeology and the conser- 
vation of the heritage of industrialisation. The TICCIH Bulletin 
is published online to members four times a year. 

 
Back issues can be downloaded as a pdf file from the 
TICCIH web site, www.ticcih.org 

 
 

FIND TICCIH ONLINE: WWW.TICCIH.ORG & ON SOCIAL MEDIA: 
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SWEDEN 
 

A MINING COMMUNITY IN 
ARCTIC SWEDEN 

Judit Malmgren, PhD Student, Luleå University of Technology 
 

— 

Communities highly characterized by natural resource extraction 
and associated industries are sensitive to expansion phases and 
economic downturns (booms and busts), and in the Arctic, where 
distances are great and access to alternative economies difficult, 
this becomes a particularly prominent problem.What value cultural 
heritage and history can have for such societies is an important 
question to explore. Thus, to understand the place of Svappavaara, 
one must understand its history of mining. 

 
Svappavaara in Arctic Sweden is a place that historically has come 
to be defined as a mining community. This identity has emerged 
through several development phases, in which mining and its ac- 
companying systems of infrastructure has remained a core aspect. 

 
Driving on the E10 route, about 47 kilometers south of Kiruna, a 
large eye-catching mining site appears. the community of Svappavaara 
is located on a hillside overlooking the mining site. It consists of build- 
ings from different eras as far back as from the 17th century to mod- 
ern day, reflecting a society that has undergone several changes over 
time. For almost 400 years, the community of Svappavaara has been 
affected of the ups and downs in pre-industrial and industrial eco- 
nomic fluctuations. The community has undergone several phases of 
active mining which has affected both its physical appearance, as well 
as the people living in the area and their relationship to it. 

 
History 

 
At the beginning of the 17th century Svappavaara lacked a resident 
population and nomadic Sami were the main utilizers of the area. 
This would change as Svappavaara’s ore was discovered and be- 
gan to be extracted in 1656. As mining commenced, a community 
emerged with workers and their families moving in from different 
parts of Sweden and Finland. Apart from mining, work was available 
in ancillary activities such as smelters, forestry and other forms of 
supply and deliveries. 

 
In 1684, mining in Svappavaara ceased, mainly due to economic diffi- 
culties, and most of the population left. However, some of the work- 
ers and their families remained to work with mining related tasks 
and ore was brought from nearby mines for processing in Svap- 
pavaara. Over time, work in small-scale mining and other related 
mining activities continued, but those who still lived in Svappavaara 
during the 18th century subsisted mainly on cattle, fishing and hunt- 
ing. Many gave up working with mining, moved on or became set- 
tlers. During the 19th century, mining ceased completely and the 
community gradually entered a new phase, no longer revolving 
around mining, and people mainly lived off small-scale agriculture, 
hunting and fishing. 

 

 
 

Svappavaara folk museum with the mining site in the background. Photo: Judit 
Malmgren 

 

 
Ormen långe, designed by Ralph Erskine in 1965. Half of the building was 
demolished in 2010 as it had become redundant. Photo: Dag Avango 

 

 
Svappavaara managed to maintain a population without mining until 
its mineral deposits became economically interesting again. After 
World War II, the demand for metals increased globally, leading to 
an open pit mine with associated processing plants opening in Svap- 
pavaara in 1965 by LKAB, a mining company owned by the Swedish 
state. Svappavaara thus became part of a giant system for ore min- 
ing that today produces 90% of all iron ore in Europe. 

 
Svappavaara again became a mining community and gained a ma- 
jor population, but a new economic downturn caused the mining 
operations to shut down in 1983, leading to another phase of de- 
population, decreasing the population by 50% in 20 years.This rela- 
tively short period of 18 years of mining was nevertheless highly 
influential on Svappavaara’s current appearance. During the boom, 
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Svappavaara community with the mining site in the background. Photo: Dag 
Avango 

 

 
the demand for housing skyrocketed and apartment blocks as well 
as single-family homes were built, a settlement with a unique spatial 
plan and architecture was created, designed by the architect Ralph 
Erskine, famous for his visionary designs for settlements in the Arc- 
tic. Svappavaara also got a new school, sports facilities and other 
types of infrastructure that made the community more comfortable 
and attractive to live in and the population has been quite stable 
since 2000. LKAB financed much of the expansion of the commu- 
nity’s infrastructure. 

 
During the years without active mining, after 1983, there were some 
mining related work as ore from a nearby mine was processed in 
Svappavaara, but as the population decreased many buildings were 
demolished, including parts of a housing complex designed by Er- 
skine. However, when global demand for metals rose again from 
the early 2000’s, LKAB pushed Svappavaara into yet another mining 
phase. The mine re-opened in 2015 and mining and its sub-indus- 
tries currently employ several hundred people.After the demolition 
of some important buildings, today there is a demand for housing, 
but commuting and non-permanent housing becomes more com- 
mon in mining communities such as Svappavaara. 

Cultural heritage and connection to place 
 

Svappavaara is a rather particular community, surrounded by valuable 
nature. Most of the buildings are from the 1960s and 1970s, but in 
the center of the community, parts of the old agricultural landscape 
are left, with barns and hayfields.There are also remains of 17th cen- 
tury settlements and houses, a folk museum with buildings originating 
from the 17th century mining community. In addition, the Swedish 
National Heritage Board has designated the remains from early min- 
ing operations as a national interest for cultural heritage protection. 
All this is accompanied by the distinguishing, red mining plant. 

 
This article shows that ideas of what an ideal industrial society is 
change over time, with altering needs and preferences.What makes 
a place attractive also varies between individuals, through different 
phases of a lifetime. Basic societal functions such as schools, grocery 
stores, good communications and activities for children and young 
people are important. Connection to a place can be created in the 
everyday use of it, as well as by learning and living in its history 
and heritage. It is not only physical traces in forms of buildings and 
cultural landscapes that a previous mining industry leaves behind, 
but also immaterial cultural, historical traces, which in the long run 
affect the idea of, and connection to, a place. The industrial cultural 
heritage of Svappavaara carries histories of pioneering, business suc- 
cess, modernization and development, but also how a community 
largely dependent on extractive industries has coped with change 
and with competing ways of using the land. 

 
Mining means more than the mine itself; it is always surrounded 
by systems of infrastructure such as roads, housing and formal and 
informal rules. Once a system is established, the probability of a 
disused mine re-opening, or new mines to be established in the 
area is higher. Svappavaara’s history of being a mining community 
has provided systems of infrastructure, but seemingly also an ac- 
commodation among the population to value the mining legacies 
and living through booms and bust, enabling communities such as 
Svappavaara to survive in a depopulating part of Sweden. 

 
This research explores land-use conflicts and synergies related to 
mining in the Swedish Arctic. Using system theory, it accounts for 
the complex relationship between the mining industry and the local 
communities which are affected by- and embedded within the large 
sociotechnical systems connected to mining. 

 
Contact: Judit.malmgren@ltu.se 
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 please send details and a link to ticcih@mtu.edu 
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