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Introduction  
Presently, there is a need at LTU to build a creative teaching and meeting space. As most of the 
available teaching and conference rooms are traditionally designed, it limits the possibility for 
using them in a more flexible and functional manner. For example; it is not suitable for hosting 
workshops or team building exercise with a group of 30 students or researchers. In addition, it 
would be productive to have facilities at LTU which combined with appropriate methods to 
promote creative thinking or innovativeness. To address this known problem, DARE project 
funded a benchmarking study to visit selected Universities, which can provide inspirations for 
such a development at LTU. Thus, by visiting these Universities, it would become possible to 
learn from the front-runners and gain first-hand experience regarding the environment.  
 
For this purpose, both national and international Universities were considered. The first part of 
the trip included visit to Technology University of Delft. This trip was undertaken in June 2011. 
The learning from this visit has already been reported. However, this report will specifically 
focus on visits to; Product Innovation Engineering Program Studio at Royal Institute of 
Technology and Learning Lab at Uppsala University.   
 
Product Innovation Engineering Program (PIEp) Studio – 26 May 2011  
PIEp is a national project funded by VINNOVA to build innovation capability of Sweden by 
promoting innovative research. It involves collaboration between several Swedish Universities, 
such as; Royal Institute of Technology (node leader), Lund University, Jönköping University, and 
Luleå University.  
 
Based on similar need as LTU, for a creative space, internal efforts have been made at PIEp. The 
result of these efforts was creation of a PIEp Studio. This studio was inaugurated on 26th May 
2011 and to gain first-hand experience, a visit to this site was initiated. The studio was 
introduced as a new environment with greater opportunities for different kind of meetings. It is 
located in the Department of Machine at KTH. The studio environment is appropriate for 
conducting special meetings, where a higher degree of activity combined with great comfort 
and space for reflections. 
 
 The inauguration programme on 26th May included several interesting speakers, a discovery-
based workshop and opportunity for mingling with colleagues. Speakers included:  
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• Ulf Olofsson, Professor and Head, Dept. of Machine 
• Margareta Norell Bergendahl, Professor, Vice Rector of KTH and initiator of Innovation 

studio 
• Peter Gudmundson, President Royal Institute of Technology 
• Bicky Chakraborty, CEO of Elite Hotel  

 
PIEp studio includes two large open spaces (see picture 1 &2) and 4 small rooms with specific 
focus. Picture 1 shows the entrance room with a reasonably large space for holding informal 
meetings. The large windows provided the possibility for natural light to enter the room and 
linked the room closer to the outside environment. The space also had attached kitchen and 
coffee space, which was seen as a facilitator for supporting informal discussions. The furniture 
and their colours (e.g. orange) were carefully selected to promote an environment which would 
provide calmness and creativity. Picture 2 shows the second connected large open space. This 
was larger room equipped with projector and could be used for holding presentations or 
seminars. The room also included foldable tables and several light-weight chairs, which can be 
organized in best possible way to meet the dynamic requirements. The walls had small 
containers attached to them, which took less space but provided the possibility to store things 
such as pens, post-it notes, etc.  
 

  
Picture 1: Entrance hall with coffee space Picture 2: Connected open space with flexible furniture  
  
 
 

 
 

 
 

Picture 3: Examples of four small rooms  
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In close proximity to the two large spaces, there were four small surrounding rooms which 
focused on different themes. Picture 3 shows the examples of two such rooms and their names. 
The entrance of these rooms provided a clear description as to how that specific room is to be 
used. For example, Earnen room included materials, which could be used to perform rapid 
prototyping, whereas, Trusten room was designed to promote possibility to lie down on the 
floor and discuss ideas. In essence, PIEp studio is designed to facilitate creative thinking and idea 
generation. Moreover, the purpose is to provide facilities and linking the space with stearic 
process. According to PIEp studio designer, the process of using the space is equally, if not more 
important than the space itself.   
 
For more information about the PIEp space contact: Sofia Ritzén (ritzen@kth.se; +46 8790 9182) 
 
 
Learning Lab- 15 June 2011 
Learning lab was initiated with the goal to work for 
development, excellent education, and 
administration to equip Uppsala University to meet 
the student generations of today and tomorrow. 
Much of the development at learning lab is based on 
collaboration with Stanford University, which is more 
than 10 years old (see picture 4).  
 
Learning lab has been focusing on following issues:  

•  Disseminating knowledge about how IT can be used in teaching and research projects. 
This is done via seminars, courses, supervision, and departmental visits. 

• Projects to explore and evaluate the use of new technology to enhance forms of working 
and learning in higher education. 

• Systems management. Uppsala learning lab (ULL) is responsible for the University’s 
systems in the learning sphere: Student Portal, learning platforms, e-meeting tools, 
plagiarism checks, and streaming media. 

•  IT in the environment. ULL is responsible for the University´s laboratory classroom. 
 
I together with Åsa Ericson from Functional Product Development on 15 June 2011 visited ULL, 
as we considered this facility to be the start-of-the-art with respect to creative space in Sweden. 
We met with two individuals, who have been actively working in creation and utilization of the 
lab. They showed us their most attractive space, which was used for teaching, holding meeting 
and workshops. The space could accommodate approximately 30-40 people. Picture 5, shows 
the front view of the room which includes one large projector screen and two small “smart 
boards”. Picture 6 provides back view of the room, which also included two more “smart 
boards”. Moreover, we noticed lot of freedom of movement in the space due to the usage of 
flexible furniture (see picture 7). The space had glass walls, which made it lively and allowed 
natural light to enter the room (see picture 8).      

Figure 4: Outside view of Uppsala learning lab 

mailto:ritzen@kth.se
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Picture 5: The front view of the space  Picture 6: Back view of the space  
  

 

 

However, the main advantage of the room was the possibility to quickly convert the large space 
into four small meeting or discussion rooms by pulling-in movable walls (see picture 9). During 
our test, it took less than 2 minutes to have all the walls in place. Once, this formation was 
initiated, each small meeting room had the possibility to use a specific smart board or projector. 
In addition, the walls were sound proof and allowed teachers or moderator to move between 
the meeting rooms freely through the use of different doors. During our discussion, we were 
also told that several teachers had shown great interest in using the room and some of them 
had modified their teaching method to use the facilities. Although, some teachers still used it 
more as a traditional teaching room, rather than a creative space. Educating teachers as to how 
they can use the facilities to its optimal usage was also an area which was highlighted to be 
important for successful creative space.   

   
Picture 7: Flexible furniture  Picture 8: Glass walls   
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Picture 9:  Movable walls   

 

For more information contact about ULL: Katarina Adenmark 
(katarina.adenmark@learninglab.uu.se) 
 
Conclusion and Lesson learned  
In conclusion, it can be proposed that both visits provide several interesting finding on which we 
can build the development of creative space at LTU. In particular, I would like to briefly discuss 
six points which denote in my view of the most important learning from visiting PIEp studio and 
learning lab (not in any order).  

1. Before embarking on the journey of developing the creative space we need to undertake 
a clear inventory of our internal requirements at LTU, as both facilities are quite diverse 
and clearly there is no one best solution. Through internal discussions and analysis of 
possible locations at LTU, we need to develop a creative space which would best suite to 
our needs. 
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2. For ensuring usage of this creative space, we need to focus on making it functional and 
also attractive. Both facilities provide several learning as regard to these aspects. First, 
we need to have appropriate space for movement of people. As we will emphasis on 
group activities, free movement would become a necessity. Second, one way to address 
the first point can be to introduce attractive and flexible furniture. At learning lab, they 
had used several smart solutions to accommodate space according to the requirements 
by using foldable tables and chairs. There can be other similar solutions which we can be 
integrated into our creative space. Third, the vibe in the space gives energy to the 
people. If we decide to use predominantly dark shades it would provide totally different 
ambiance compared to bright shades. At PIEp studio, they have made a decision to use 
orange colour, which according to them provide an atmosphere for creativity.      

3. The interior of the creative space need to be dynamic and flexible. We should be able to 
change it based on our requirements. Learning lab used movable walls, as one way to 
achieve this goal. We don’t necessarily need to follow similar solution, but we can 
improvise by introducing movable white boards into the room, which allow us to create 
division in the room, when we want to promote group working. Another way to secure 
flexibility is to use tables and chairs with wheels, so that they can be moved according 
the requirements.  

4. Learning from visit to PIEp studio was to focus on development of processes or methods 
for using the space. We need to focus on how we can use the space to meet different 
goals. For example, certain arranging in the space may be fitting to certain purpose, 
while other times, we may want to use the space for other purposes. We can use the 
same space for holding prototyping session or for group presentations. But to do this 
effectively, we need to have understanding of the space but also process or method.  

5. During the interaction with members from learning lab, it was clear that many teachers 
did not really know how they can use the creative space. This means that there is a need 
to educate teachers and researchers and to expose them to new ways to using their 
environment. This is critical, if we expect them to effectively utilize the facilities to their 
advantage and not tread it as another class room with new interior. Maybe, we can 
assign resources that can educate teachers and researchers during early stages.  

6. Finally, the room needs to be technologically enabled. We don’t necessarily need heavy 
investment in ICT, but we should be able to use distance spanning technologies.   


