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This paper originates from an ongoing study exploring how the dimensions of embodiment, presence, and belonging come into
play when remotely situated student teachers use telepresence robots on wheels in on-campus education. Conducted at a
university in the Nordic Arctic, where flexible learning opportunities are expanded through spatially transcending technologies,
the study investigates how these devices facilitate, challenge, or reconfigure essential aspects of being and learning together.
Contemporary research shows that telepresence technologies can enhance inclusion and co-presence by simulating in-person
interaction, while also raising design and ethical issues (e.g., gestures, reliability, privacy) that must be addressed to ensure
equitable access and robust educational experiences.

The study’s theoretical framework is grounded in lifeworld phenomenology, particularly Martin Heidegger’s ideas. Heidegger’'s
concept of the fourfold highlights how the human being-in-the-world must be understood in terms of a network of relations,
situated within specific spatial, material, cultural, and existential dimensions. Telepresence systems, by reshaping these
relational dynamics, must consider this multidimensional interplay to foster meaningful connections rather than mere functional
access.

Methodologically, the paper draws on a paradigmatic conversation—a fictional yet thematically structured narrative—constructed
from authentic statements by a technology-encountering teacher educator and a student teacher. By weaving together genuine
excerpts, theoretical reflections, and Al-generated design, this conversation highlights how new forms of embodiment, shared
presence, and community are negotiated within digitally mediated teacher education.

Preliminary findings suggest that telepresence robots foster access and interaction but also reveal gaps in nonverbal
communication, authentic engagement, and genuine belonging. Phenomenologically, these findings underscore that robots
extend human capacities yet transform classroom relationships, prompting questions about cultivating meaningful pedagogical
and social connections amid technological mediation. The paper emphasizes the interconnectedness of body, space, and
sociality, and calls for thoughtful design, reflective practices, and critical engagement with telepresence technologies.

Session Details:

11 Tl: 11 Teacher Identities
Time: 27/Aug/2025: 11:30am-1:00pm - Location: Maple Room



https://www.conftool.com/atee2025/index.php?page=browseSessions&print=embed&form_session=59#paperID270

