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This study explores Nordic student teachers’ ways of relating to Al as they develop into future teachers. Drawing on data from
four Nordic countries, we ask: How do student teachers engage with and conceptualize Al in their teacher education and
classroom practice? How do they understand their own agency and role as teachers in relation to their use of Al?

This study adopts a cultural-historical approach, highlighting that humans perceive reality through artifacts with dual material-
conceptual dimensions (Vygotsky, 1978; Cole, 2003). These artifacts—classified as primary, secondary, or tertiary—mediate
progressively abstract levels of understanding and engagement with the world (Wartofsky, 1973). Further, engaging theoretically
with Luckin (2010, 2018), we discuss the potential of technology as a “More Able Peer” and the importance of consciously
designing educational technology settings.

Eight advanced student teachers in four Nordic countries (Sweden, Norway, Iceland, and Finland) will partake in qualitative, in-
depth, and open ended research interviews. The interview guide covers three core topics: (1) student teachers’ experiences and
relationships with Al, (2) their encounters with Al during teacher training, and (3) their emerging practice as teachers. A thematic
analysis (Braun & Clarke, 2022) is conducted to show how teacher students conceptualize Al technologies and the contemporary
teacher role in an era of evolving artificial intelligence.

Our findings will outline how Al is used within four Nordic teacher education programs, the student teachers’ own experiences of
Al for educational and teaching purposes, as well as their anticipated use of Al in their future professional practice.The
presentation focuses on potential possibilities and challenges in the student teachers’ role, particularly concerning how they
conceptualize and negotiate their agency as teachers in a technology-saturated educational setting. Thus, we adress possible
ways of understanding the teacher role when knowledge representations, lessons, assignments, and assessments can be
created by Al.
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